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SSLOUBUATEERTIC nes 

it Hir little Tremiſe was Printed 
® 11 1644. in form of a Letter :. 
but upon peruſal , finding it as 
well calculated for 1662; I 
bave preſum'd to ſend into the 
| World once again , and ſuch as I found it , 
to a ſyllable, ſaving only the change of the 

| #& Title; and the Addition of this Pretace, 
| i Tt came to myband with the Authority of 
” avery Fudiciow, and Honourable Perſon ; 
+ Whoſe Name ſbould now warrant it to the 


Publique,but that it carries it's own Juſtifica- 

2 tconwithin it ſelf. 

+ 'The Subje@ it treats of , is, The Holy 
Diſcipline of the Kirk, and it i banc led with 
tFar Order; Glearnels, and Modeſty, which 

> Aa does 


A. 


The Preface. 

does abundantly ar noon 7 
bave been 4 nab "bab:of he Pen. ;- 
and Paſſions. Jt ex ibits, in fine, The 
PLATFORM: FRESBPTE 
RY ; ſo pertinetttly, and'ſupetnHy touchd 
that in an Hours time a man may give bim- 


ſelf full _ and —— El tbe BG) 
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Efterday you deſired meto give you ſome proofs, by which 
irmay appear how inconſiſtent Presbyterial Government 13 
with Monarchie. You were pleaſed to tell me rhar ſome 
good and werthy men do delire to be (acisfied in this point. 

Ir ſoemech,cheſe men do not think that Presbyterial Government ts 
deſtruQtive of che true neceſſary and perpetual Government of the 
Church, which is Epiſcopacie : inſticuted by Chriſt, propagated by 
his Apoltles, andcontinued by uninterrupted Pratice above 1500 
yearsin che Church, andeo this day retained inthe greateſt part of 
the Chriſtian world. We deceive our ſelves, to promiſe or expett 
co King or Kingdome, Prince, or Sabje&t, Peace and fſafery, or de- 
liverance from our troubles and diſtrefles, ifwe ſubordinate Funda- 
mencals in Religion, neceſſary cruths of faith, worſhip and Govern- 
ment, to our publique or private civill good. Noram1T able co ex- 
preſſe how high an Impierie ic is, at this time when God's hand is our 
againſt us juſtly for our ſinnes, to be ſo diſpoſed and fixed upon a 
reſolurion, chat ro redeem external Peace, we will embrace atty Go+ 
vernment of the Church, provided ic be conſiſtent with Monarchy - 
and will not ſcruple, not only co ſhake off the crue and neceflary 
government inſtituted by our Lord; but, by Law, endeavour by bfgh- 
eſt auchoriry co condemn it as Antichriſtian. Ifrhis be not to frame 
miſchief by a Law , I know not what is. If this provoke not more 
wrath, more vengeance, make not the Land ſpew us all out, I am in- 
finitely deceived. We may promiſe tour felyes chat by ſuch a courſe 
we may ſay like co che man inthe Goſpel, Sowl, take- thy reſt for ma- 


ny daies, but,it fearech me,the ſucceſſe and event ſhall be much like 


ro his caſe. Sir, I pray you conlider what Peace hath King or King- 
dome enjoyed here or in /reland, (ince Epiſcopacy in Scotland by Law 
was damned,aud rhe Presbyrerian Anarchie( che Seminarie of all feude 
FaQtion and Rebellion as will appear by what enſueth) by Law and 
Supremeauthority eſtabliſhed. | 
I cannot diflemble,but toa man of yonr worth and Integrity I muft 
unfold my ſelf: I'admire toſeeroo roo many amongſt us here (where 
is great plenty of able Gentlemen of excellent learfiing, worth, wir, 
and all orher perfe&ions and endowments, as in any Nation beſides ) 
to: be'ſo prepared that they are too _ inclinable , if not ally 
| reoived 


The Minifter is 


| (2) * 
reſblyed, to adit and authorize in this Kingdom and Church what 
they know not : and to forſake thar* h Native proper goverh- 
ment of the Church, the ſweet fruits.of which they thave reaped ſo 
many years to the admiration, if nct envy, of other Kingdomes, States 
and. Churches. This is, Sam:ritan-lih , to worſhip that we kr:ax not. Or, 
ATI to conſecrate an Altar and ro ſacrifice to -=n awwkruown 


Your worth and noble favours oblige me ſo much to you, that T 


cannor_chuſe bur obey your command. And, for your fatisfation, 1 . 


preſent you with a ſhort view (as in a Mappe) of Presbyterial Go- 
vernment; giveyou a little touch of their Maxims , and ſuirable Prg- 
Aires, and thar with as much trath and hoheRy as your goodneſſe ex- 
peas fromme. By which itwill be tnore then apparent, that* Pregby- 
terie, as it isat this day ſomewhere within his Majeſties Dominions, 
is not only inconſiſtent bur alſo deſtrmitive of Monarchie ; And where 
it obraineth,it diſturbeth the quier and peace publique and privace of 
King and Kingdome, This is rhat you deſire, and, to fatisfie you, ro 
this I confine my ſelf. | 

. This Presbyterial government within it's verge hath four Judica- 
tories. 1. A Parochial Seſſion. 2. A Presbyterial Conſiſtorie. 3. A 
Provincial Synod. 4. A General Aſem'ly. The Parothial Seſſiow mo- 
vyeth in the loweſt ſphere. The General ' Aſſembly is the Prinmnn 
»obgk, the higheſt Orbe,which carrieth all with it's morion, alchough 
the ret havetheir proper and ſpecifick motions. ' The other ewo 
are in the middle, and interjeted  Orbs. I ſhall begin at the loweſt 
Judicatorie, and ſd ſhall orderly aſcend to the Supreams, 


KIDS Y Ys Of the P arochial Seffion.. 
Þ 7 Pariſh hath one or more Minitters. Ifmore; all of them are 
equal in all honour and juriſdietion,only the Senior hachrhe pre- 
cedencie. To the Miniſter, or Miniſters of each Pariſh, ro make up 
a Seffion, in which is fixed the Parochial Juriſdiftion, a comperent 
number of Zay-Elders, (whom they: call ,. Presbyteri non-docentes) and 
Deacons, propottiotiablero rhe precin&t and extent of the. Pariſh, 
are conjoyned : which affociate Body thus compacted,'is the Spb 
ritual= Parochial-Sanhedrins. © Wap lr 
This Seſſion ſits once a week, or oftner, prove nata + In which, of 
Parochill Cafes, which concern externall and cenſure, are derer- 
mined and ordered, \, © Sa hot % 
© Ifehiere be but one Miniſter inthePariſh, he is eredinuer 


Aa 5 Aa © © 


_ theplurality of voyces. The Miniſter, who is the Moderator, bath no 


.whora they call Miniſters. 2. Dutors, theſe are profeſlors in the 


- rochial Conclave, nor any Presbyterial Conliſtory(except it be where 


(3) 
If there be more, they moderate by turns, eicher- weekly, or 
monthly, as they agree. 

Whatſoever thing is ordered, derermined, or decreed, is done by He bath ne 
the joynt-conſents of the Miniſter, Lay-Elders, and Deacons, or by = | 
cafting, no Negative V oyce. 

The power of all Juriſdi&tion, is radically, and equally in all ; for The Juriſdi- 
binding, for looling, for all cenſures Eccleſiaſtical, tor orders which _— 
concern exterral order and worſhip. So the Power of the Keys is a5 the Lay-Eiders 
much in the Lay-Elders, and Deacons, as in the Miniſter or Mini- 
ſters. What ſacrilegious intruſion upon ſacred Orders this is, I need 
not inform one of your underſtanding. 

To make this frame good, they maintain that Jure divinothere be 7y,;c four ty. 
four orders of Eccleſiaſtical oftices, ( allow me ro ſpeak in this E- cced Orders. 
piſtle all along their diale&_) or perſous. 1. Preaching-E'ders, 


Chair, ſuch as are in Univerlities. 3. Lay, or raling-Elders, who 
now have vecen deliberativam & deciſivans in rebus Fidei,Cultxs,Politie 
and in foro exteriari,Eccleſie , in cenſuris Eccleſraſticis are as much in- 
tereſſed and authorized , as Preaching-Elders. 4. Deacons, who 
rw truſt of che means and monies deltinated for pious and charita- 
le uſes. . 

This is very conliderable too, that alchough they hold cheſe four 
orders and offices neceſſary for the Government of Chriſt's Church, 
de Inre diving , by divine Right and Inſtitution ; yerneicher the Pa- 


the Presbyrerial feat is in a City where an Univerlity 1s ) have any 
DoRor or -Doctors amongſt chem. Nay,which is more, nor be any 
ſuch in their general Aflemblies, or,ifthey be, they appear only in 
that capacity as Commitiioners from, and forgthe Univerlity, 

Ir is worth your notice-taking, that their Lay-Elders and Dea- Thi year they 
cons are yearly eleted. Here is truly verified of them, that , Ho- are ſacred,the 
die Clericns, cr as Ire gry val . ” _ pro. 
The things within the compaſle of Seſſion juri/diftion, are, things . 
meerly Parochial, che ordering of the Pariſh . Church and Dane”. I comperens 
Service, the cenſure of lefler Scandalls (I maſt ſpeak their words ) Seffion, 
as Fornication, Drunkenneſle, Scolding, Profanationof the Sabbarh 
( they mean the Lords day) &c. Capital Scandalous crimes, -or Scan- 
dalls of Higheſt ſtrain, are reſerved as caſey of peculiar juriſdiction 
for the Pregbytery ; as allo leſſer offences whea they areatrended wich 

: B 2 Olftinacy 


(4) | 
O'ſtinacy, and what is cenſurable or puniſhable by the greater Ex: 
communication. Tf I miſtake nor, they know not much, at leaſt uſe 
not much,the Leſſer Excommunication. In the caſes above-mentioned 
che Cognition, Examination, and Fudgment of the cauſe is proper to 
the Presbytery ; the Miniſter wieh his P:rachial Conclave, are only the 
"Executioners. If any parochial difficult caſe occurre, which this Pa- 
rocbial $ anhedrim cannot determine, the uſe is co confille with the 
Presbytery.. , 
| F bey enjoyn When the Seſſion cenfurerh any Dlinquent, or Scandalous perſon, 
WF civill puniſh- they order his publique and Solemne repenrance- (if by ſome ſuperi- 
1] ments and our judicatorie-it be not determined) as they chink fir,by plurality of 
[1 voyces; after performance of which order, the penirenr is received 
intothe communion of the Church. Bur before the delinquene be 
admitted to do his Repenrance, he is fined in a pecuniary mutt, at 
cheir diſcretion, proportioned ro: the demrrit of he offence, and rhe: 
ability of the Perſon, as he is poorer or richer. It is true, this mony 
is, for-che moſt part, imployed co pious and char:cable uſes. As they 
puniſh by Pecuniary fines, ſo corporally roo, by impriſoning the per- 
ſons of the Delinquents uling them diſgraczfully , carting them 
through Ciries, making chem ſtand in Zogges, as they caltchem, Pil- 
laries, (which in the Corintry-Charches are-fixed ro the ewo lides of 
the main door of the Pariſh Church) cutting the halfe of cheir Hair, 
ſhaving their Beards, 8c. and ir is more then ordinary , by their O- 
riginaland Proper power, to baniſh them our of the bounds and lim'rs 
che Pariſh, or Presbyrery, as chey liſt ro order ir. Isnot this po- 
reſts ntrinſque gladii ? And would nor a good Learned Juriſt ſay, thar 
thisis not only intrulion upon meerly civill Power , but upon the very 
Royal Rights themſelves ? The Imperial Law, if be not miſtaFen,. 
makech baniſhment (o peculiar rohe Soveraign Authority, that with-" 
- it's power and conſent, ircannot be inflited upon any civs, any 
SubjeR, | | 
y Their ordmary prattice more in this, is ; that when @ pecuniary 
tile mul& is inflicted, if che delinquene pay nor the: defined and determi- 


| and offer moſt willingly to do all pennance, to giveall ſatisfattion, he 
geened the fine | ill nor be admitredto fatisfie publikely 2 nay he is proceeded a- 
whe Church, gainſt for Contw#vacie, and chey will threaren Excommunication. 


lh. _— 


__ 


(5) 
refuſe to Baptize the poor Infant, till rhe Church get ſatisfaRion. 
This is conſonant with Scripture, Anima que peccaverit, ipſa morietwr. 
It is fir now inthe next place to ſpeak of 


The Presbyterie. 
Hich is the next Judicatory, to which che Seſſion is ſubordi- 

Wis It hath in ir ſomewhere more, ſomewhere fewer, Pariſh- 

\ ———_— ; as ſome are made up of Twenty, ſome of Twelve, ſome of 

er. 

All perſons wiehin theſe Pariſhes, within the precin& of rhjs Pres- 
bytery, of whar quality ſoever (the King, or His Family herein are 
not exempred; nay,nor from the juriſdition of His Parochial Seffion) 
are under the power and juriſdiction of this Grand Conſitory. 

The members Conſtituents of this Presbytery are all the Parochial The members 
Miniſters within its compaſs, anda Lay-Elder for each' Pariſh. The conſtiruents. 
Lay-Elders are in number equal to the Preaching Elders, and in Pow- m Pors- 
er, Voice, Juriſdition, in Heretie, Idolatry, Worſhip, Cenſure,&s. PRO 
are pari conſirtio honoris & F prediti, are ſo equal and uniform, 
that a Plowman from che Plow, or a Tradeſman from his Shop, (icting 
there inthe capaciry of a Lay-Elder,his voyce is as good —_ VOyCe 
of the moſt Reverend and'Learhed Divine, if any be there. They 
maintaina parity in all, only a lictle difference in this, that a Lay-El- 
der cannot be Moderato: :: Yet have they no Canonfor it. And we are 
able ro prove by their Books,that men who were never in Sacred Or- 
ders of Prieſt or Biſhop, have been Moderators, not only of their 
Presbyrery, but of their ſo much /dolized General Aſſembly. Mr. Robert 
Youle, who was never Prieſt, nor Deacon, only Reader in Sr. Andrews; 
was in ane turn, for a year, or halfa year, or ſome laſting rime, Mo- 
derator of the Presbytery of Saint Andrews; and Mr. G corge Buchanan, 
who was neyer Church-man ; and Mr. Andrew Melvil who had never 
the Order of Deacon, both of them- haye been Moderators of their 

great General Aſſembly. 

The cafes _ rothis Jadicatory , are 1. ſuch as are from eve- The caſes pro- 
ry individual Pariſh within its compaſs referred, or preſented. 2. All pertoir, 
crimes and ſcandalsof higheſt ſtrain , namely ſuch as are civilly pu- 
niſhable by death. 3,All crimes which come under the cenſure of Ew 
commiunication. 4. All appeals from Seſſions. 5.All differences which 
cannotbe compoſed or determined in the Parochial Conclave. 6. The 
vilitationand cenſure of all what is amiſs in every Pariſh , either in 
Preacher or other, - 7: The appointing of Readers, and Sehool-Ma- 
ters. B 3 They 


be cime of 
neeting. 


(6) 
They meet once a week in ſome fm inother places only once 
a fort-night. All che Miniſters in their ſeveral rurns, ar their Meet- 
ing-Exerciſe, as they callir ; that is,there is appointed by the Presby- 
ry, ſomeone Book of old, or new New-Teſtament, which every one 
by ceurns in his own courſe interpreteth inthe Pariſh-Church, where 
the Presbytery doth meet. Two alwayes ſpeak, the firſt from the 
Readers Desk or Pew ; the other, in ſome other place diſtane from 
him , bur convenient for hearing. The firſt Analyſech, Interprerech, 
and takerh away the doubts of his Text ; and (as they enjoyn) he is 
bound tothe dofForal part. The ſecond, when the firſt hath done, ad- 
derh to whart is ſaid : hath a warrant to ſupply the defes, or corre& 
che Errors of the firſt Speaker ; bur eſpecially his charge is the Pa- 
ftoral part, to apply the Text, and bring it home to the atfeRions, 
'There be Ingredients in this Exerciſe,ſuch as God's Church before 
this late age never knew , a.kind of Creatures whom they . call Expe- 
Ants. Theſe are Students in Divinity, or Countrey School-Maſters, 
or ſuch Youths whoare bred with ſome Gamalie! ; who after that they 
bave given their _ trials,by Preaching and Diſpure,are enrolled 
Expettants of ſuch, or ſuch a Presbyrery. Theſe muſt keep their turns 
in Exerciſing, and adding (as they call it) with the aftual Miniſters, 
(fo they call them); and once/admicred ro that Presbytery, may,when- 
ſoever employed, Preach in any Pariſh-Church within che bounds of 
that Presbytery, do all Miniſterial afts, except Baprize,or give the Sa- 
crament of the Lords-Supper, (for ought I know, there is no Conſe- 
cration uſed by them in chat holy ation, but a meer Thankſgiving) 
nay, they may be conſtant helpers,and Co-Preachers with a Rabbi, if 
be, the Pariſh, and Presbytery agreero it. Ipray you, ſhew me 
where ever you read of ſuch a profanation, that a Lay-man withour 
Orders, Impoſition of hands, ſhall be a Publique Preacher of God's 
Word,and intrude upon this Sacred FunRicn. Theſe, for the moſt part 
werethe Beardleſs Boyes King James of blefled memory, mentioneth 
inthe Conference at Hampton-Conrt, Who wonld brave bis to his face. 
ag. 4. | 
; Wickin one County there may betwo, or three, more or fewer 
Presbyteries,according as there be more or fewer Pariſh-Churches ; 
and yet all theſe Presbyteries are independane one from ano- 
ther: only it is remarkable , that the Presbytery of Edenbargh, 
-becauſe (as they ſpeak ) it & ſeated on the Watch-T over, bath well nigh 
obtained by cuſtom,” and other means, a Superintending power , 


over all other Presbyteries; and other Presbyreries many 
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_ dom as Mediator, as they ſpeak ; and conſequently to it He mutt vail 


(7) 
times ſend thither to have reſolution of their difficult caſes. The rea- 
ſon is, beſides the eminency of this City by irs wealth , and the reli- 
dence of all higheſt Courts of Juſtice there,(although this Allobro- 
gical brood maintain Parity) there be norwithſtanding ſome few Pa- 
rriarchs, who rule and over-rule all, who Lord it, and Pope it, over the 
Lord's Inheritance ; and in this Ciry ordinarily are ſome of theſe Pa- 
eriarchs: and the Reſponſz pradentams from hence, are received as O- 
racles by remote Presbytertes,and reverenced as Anſwers by #rim and 
Thummim. | 

There is none who liverh within the verge of a Presbyrery , bur is 
an{lwerable to this Claſſis and Judicatory, and muſt appear whenſoever, 
er for whatſoever cited. The King and His Family are nor exempted, 
nor priviledged. If He be cited, and appear nor, He may be excom- 
municated for His diſobedience and contumacy : If He appear, He 
maſt ſubmit His earthly Sceprer, to chat their Sceprer , which chey 
rermthe Sceprer of Chriſt ; He muſt do what is enjoyned. The Pres- 
bycery is Independent from the Crown of an Earth! King , who is 
God's and Chriſt's Vicegerent in the general Kingdom of his Providence 
only;Bur this Sanhedrins is Chriſt's Vicegerent in His conomical King- 


His Crown, ſubmir his Scepter, and from-ic receive Chriſt's Law and: 
Ordinances. 

King Jes of bleſſed memory, knew this well, who therefore in 
that Conference at Hampton-Conrt, pag. 79. ſaith, © 4 Scottiſh Pres- 
« þYtery, as well agreeth with « Afonarchy,as God and the D.1i/:then Jack 
«© -»d Thom, Will, «n4 Dick, ſhall meet, and at their pleaſwres cen- 
&« fare Me, and My Conncel, and all My proceedings. Then Will all ftand 
« up and ſay, [t muſt be thus : Then Dick ſhall reply, and ſay,Nay marry, 
«4ut we will have it thus. And therefore here 1 muſt once reiterate my 
&« former ſpeeches(the King is anſwering to D:Raine/ds, who ſeemerh ro 
begge of His Majeſty a Presbyrery, or ſomething like to it) © Le 
&« Roy & aviſera : Stay I pray you for one ſeaven years before you demand 
*« that of me : and if you then find me: purſey and fat, and my Wind-pipes 
« tuffed, 1 will perhaps heark:n to you : For, let that Groernment be once 
= #Þs OS wk wary neg ns rey work e- 

oth our » Zat, inolds, tillyeu find that I grow la- 

he: —_— that alone. 0 22h E 

Ic is more than notorioully known to many yet living; and is upon The Pre«byte» 
Record inthe Presbytery Books of Edenbargh, how King James , not ') 3*Þ keps 


ance, butmany times, bath ſent men of Honour and good qualiry,de- _—__ 
| | manding, ” 


Y 


N caſes and 
Times are 
cthincbe 


Fresbyrerie, 


rimes ſul- 
| 0 3 are 
SLuriouſly bere 


| 
| 
| 


1 
: 
[ 


zquiced after. 


) 


mand ing, or rather requeſting for ſome things at their hands ; who 


have heard the Commitſioners propoſe the King's mind ;- Bur chey,to 
keep the power and place Chrift hath y_ chem in that dignity,ſuit- 
able to ſo high a Truſt, have diſmifſed che Gentlemen ſent by the King 
without anſwer, and by an Order of that Spiritua/-howſe , have 
pointed one, or two, as Commiſſioners of the Presbytery, to go to the 
King with their will and pleaſwre , looting nothing of Chriſt's authority, 
and carrying themſelves with che King, almoſtas if two free Eftate;,or 
rwo free Kings, had met and were Jexiing t . | 
As no = on is exempred from obedience and ſubmiſſion to this 
power, ſo nocrime or {1n whatſoever committed , or ſuſpetted to be 
committed, within che Seignory of this petty Principality. Andrhar 


nſure ofrbel ſomerimes is ſo extravagantly and tranſcendencly roo look'r after, and: 


called in queſtion, (eſpecially if indiſcreet Zeal, or holy Spleen work 
and move by the Spirit on a holy Brother) chat it chere be a fa and 
faulre commirred, ſecrer, or known to very few, it is brought forth co 


 thelighr of che World : There is nocare taken to reconcile the lap- 


ſed ro God ina private way, and to conceal his offence, bur diſgraced 
he is publiquely. Whar ſound repencance this may work, judge you. 
How conſonant this is co the Apottolical Canon, They that ſin publique- 
ly, rebuke publiquely ; and to the common Maxim of the Church , de 
eccultis non judicat Eccleſia ; he may ealily ſee, who hath not divorced: 
himſelf from common ſenſe and reaſon. To gure theſe ſecret ſins b 
the power of the Keys jn interjori foro conſcientie, and cover them wir 


the mantle of Charity,ſmelleth ranckly of auricular Confefſion,Popiſh 


abſolution, and Sigilluns confe/ſionzs. See the conference at Hampton- 
Conrt,pag.93. It is certain, a fooliſh man wy fooliſhly his faults 
ro his wife, the zealous Wife, upon ſome quarrelling berwixr her and 
her Husband, bath yu to a good Miniſter, revealed what was told 
her, and the honelt impartial Miniſter hath convenced the man , 
charged him with his ſin, and made him confeſs, farisfie, and do pen- 
nance publiquely. | 

Nay, upona ſurmiſe, ſuggeſtion, ſuſpition, or any milinformatiag, 
if the Miniſter, or Lay-Elder delate ( thar is, preſent) two perſons to 
converſe ſofamiliarly, that it is to be feared thar they are guilty of 
fornication, if they be unmarryed ; or of adultery, it both of chem, 
or either of them be marryed; they ſhall be cited, and convented, ex- 
amined by all proofs, preſumprions, interrogatories, &c. whether or 
not they have ſinned, If chat the preſumprtions be gorguny alchough- 
no proof be, they ſhall be put in- cloſe Priſon, fed on bread and wa- 
rer 


== 


(9) 
- rety} keptthat none may comeat them, all Members Conſtituents of If 
cheſe Judicarories, appointed totry what they know againit the next 
Comrt-day ; when no proof can be had, and all the preſumprions do |. 
nor faſten guilrineſs upon the accuſed,andthe Impriſonment and orher 
bard cannot extort a confeſſion, they are diſmifſed : Bur an at 
is enacted, thar if thoſe two perſons ſuſpeRted of fornicarion,or adul- 
rery; ſhall be ſeen to meer,. or be in company together, excepr they: 
meer in Church or Marker, it ſhall be holden pro confefſ0,as confeſſed, 
char they are guilry of what they arecharged with. : 
Nay, fomerimes the parties, alchough innocent and no real evi- 
dence being produced againſt chem, are brought on the Lord's-day 
-publiquely co che middie of che Church before the Pulpit,to declare, 
ſometimes to confirm their Declaration :by an Oath , that chey-are 
innocentand free of that crime wherewith they are charged. And 
Sona chey are forced ro make their publique Repenrance in 
che Church, upon a Pillary, for their iſtian behaviour : be- 
cauſe char,alchough the parties charged be free, yer their: converſaci- 
on hath been /»ſpitiais and ſcandalow. | | do) oracil 20 
A whole Volume might be. written of young- women by theſe 
courſes diſgraced and ed: of many Families divided and ſcat- 
Fereds whereas before therewas no jealoulie betwixt the man and the 
w « 


This Judicatory of the Presbyrery is ſohigh, and of ſoyaſta lati- 
tude,charas the Pope bringerh in all civil cauſes-to himſelf as a compe- 
rent Judge, ſub farmalitate peccati ; ſo,this Papal m—_—_ any 
thing, howſoever meerly and purely civil, under it's laſh, [ub forma- 
m_ R_ as _ ous toa COD: 07 FR 
tis not forgotren by many yer livi resbytery -'Presbycerial 
burgh artempredro cenſure Pelefiaſticatly ehe-Merchanes chert y for Gorernmenc , 
carrying Wheat to Spaia in time of a famin or dearth chere-y;fÞr edis logon _— ] 
w8s20 feed and maincain God's enemies. Buraboveall, char-was: 2c, —_ | 
Piatulums, an almoſt inexpiable ſin; to rranſport wax to Spain; for this and com- - - | 
wasco be acceſſory to Idolatry, inreſpetrhe greateſt pare ohehis wax averce, -,_ . + 
Je implojed in inakitig Tapersand Gandlesrs theFogialiGeo)s hl: my 
aints.' 1 ' \ © 51 "= - » cats! 1 \* 


YLALEE 41 11 26 2.35 nth 
InS. —_— wit rom ae T. cm fun Spamenione 
maney, the greateſt parr of his :. 1.T. delaying,or ſhuffting, or X**. Y 
not able to pay P.T.at the day of payment Jefignediache Bond,P.Tart Jatiens: 
obtainext beforscheLordeof Sefhon'a J lagnaſ AT. with cies. 
Power to deman{} payment WE :Dpon' diſphedj-; 
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ne6t& be our-tawed; and falrineo a Premmubr, or Ling 
*#9v64bleGands ond Chartels.' Y. 75) me 
Xry:" The Prwbyrery cdents. 7 fore chem, chreacm bin 
| On Ing inExecution the © Judgmen 
"of the higheſt Fudicarory inthe : and for fear of > read 
-fal Court and/hoveid ſenrence, / henkwfrom hispurſuir, continuerh 
"the demanding of expaying of-xis money.” You fee bere'what power 
«his PreSyrery hark over all , dad the higheſt of civil Judicarories, 
The —— Infinite inftances of rkis kind may be x mn give me — 
repeaſecs add oneof fu higher ſtrain. The City of gh, by the Ki 
Royal Grants "Scotland, amon ſt otherfavours and priviledges, hach are 
by Lawcon- «ofa weekly M tay on Monday. [This Grancds conkrmed by 
krmed. Wors\Patctiv andy the Great Seal; and by: rhe ftanding Laws KP the 
Fingdom ; The Presbyterie here by her rranſcendent ſole anthori- 
ty; Hiſcharged any'Marker to be -kepr on Monday; the reaſonw 
cauſe ir occaſioned the rravelling of Men and Horſe the Lord day 
before, whiclyprefanedtbe Sabtarh. If rhe Tradeſmen, who found 
at home whar loſs they had by wanring-their Market, bad nor with. 
foree and yiolence oppoſcirivir Soverdignrty;and made them. Forſake: 
it, irwas4ike entugh eo bejt paſſed, and obramned longer. 

\Themoſt aRive mchis caſewere rhe Shooe- makers, who were moſt 
prefudiced by the diſcharge of the Monday-marker. They chreat-. ' 
net rli&Miniltery Right down, char if they pzriifte in. that courſe, 

rhey-would thruft:thenour of rhe igares of the City - which clirear's 

reſtored the Monday's-mirket. When Kin was}; Trend , that miracle of 

Piery, Learning, and Royal prudence, heard of rhis ; he, with anco4 

ered heads and rd up hands _ x0" rbis, or a this. 

; Tthank'God makers mure power to repreſs infolenc 

Brew oa od nt the Peer, than 7 and Comnce bob N 

| fg Tt ivfſtnown' to many yer ww have cired before: cheny. 
Land - _'Noble-men, - inet Genetenien Ar wire who had intended civil 
ord rofus _ ainft cheir-own Tenants before che TS code and dif- 

| roprofecure chem any furcher,under 

| reed] =D ina. on bare br mae : 
conſiderandi, as they took notice of it ,. was ſpirits n 2 -be- 

on ch 'the v4 Thindid, withdraw People from. 


propryirberricns bred 7 frifer B ag contention amongſt. Brerhren, 


* / abd-did s of the Goſpel. 
22 6 the p tjar>dfiiſtersnof individual Paridhes 5 are-under 
nd; IngfonT beyafinktrhomaiuin.ef their albobjhwas: — 
VM g 


(48) 


lea 


t A nie hand and 1-405 Biſkaps ar are like. oo, a 


$.in that weaſure,. that their lix le finger. i Ss hegues Sowe ſw of 


ihog = ; bac, che Presbyterigns. courge xietyrannize 


a 
with OO Fe Lord , | Knight, or or Eſquire, who. - 1s 

camiy. and c payaaryc 7 gain favour or 

credit wich ſame os Patriarchal ehyeers __— able at pleaſure to 


Cantenas for an boxes wa man ( who perhaps is too free; in. cebuking the waaſphane ac 


ſins, or cannot. or will noc- condeſcend/ £6 gran Pleaſure, 
apy pF lr purer } xdenars and co bring in one to his own. fan- 
oF and humor, with whom, and by whom, he. is able.ro work and ef- 
feuatehis own bad intendments. This hotly, Sanbadrins , alchough | 
the Parochig] Miniſter for ntellefZual abilities, be Wificiently enabled, 
and for moral Tntegrity be blamleſs,yer they will find ic fic he be raps 
lanted from char Church, becauſe the Congregation is. nor ed 

by him; at a Vilitarioathe Landlord is able to.make all ſay, on 
neſs, they are nor edified by him ; or if a Presbyter who pad more þ. 
power withthe Dowinay Moderator, and his ts, being ina Par--., 
iſh ofa ſmall ſtipend ,. and ck for arr ſomewhere a berrer Pariſh, and: 
an honeſt maninir, bur nor ſom reſpetted by.the bigh Prieſts of. 
the Sanhedrim, he will turn bim our by the Presbytery , enter the 1 
charge, and reap the benefic of a berter Pariſh, and place che other 
(it may be, and often proves ſo, the berter and worchier man.,) ia . 
another Pari of leſs worth,and deterior his conditign.: There -ageds. ; 
no other realon for this, but charchis ſacred Conlitfory, directedand 
* afiſted wichiofallibility, do find it + Ke Ecelefia,. thatitis. for Gods - 
glory and che good of the Church. 


I mighcinſtance a world oftheſe Examples,; only. ler me tell you A bat man 


one of the Presbytery of Cooper in Fife. A Noble mantbere; ha having 
one Maſter #eymmy, an honelt omn,. a Preacher and. Parſogas ope-4 
the Churches, the which whale Pariſh belonged tg, the, Noble-man, 


no the age ncres all are rings we cou Rake TIO make away 
Weymss co make over to him, $ aoU 4 ril jouſl 
benefice, which if I miſtake not, was a Paxſonage. ET Ne Charch * 
fuledita the Noble-man finds yin 4 mma >, havin « harrimony, 
pared the way wich che: FL cc & aa. befogs; 

the Pregbytery. 0Xcajaee Faces of Go = Hens from: ; 

that Church and benefice, and « Scnaqgic:y Wh, ; 


with the conſent; of che ;, and FOR , 0 = mals = the? , 
Right. of.che Charchags h & Chi on 
mis ANRUIITIN nn oe "wi 

i  Scrogie, 


ay”: 


good mag rg- te Church 


of 


_eothis 
* paredany buſineſs, by) . ingtheprime meh to my courſe, T ſenr'ts 
c 


| Edtheone, or che other 


(12) | 
br err opnny wr yy by At ofParliatnene. King Jones, 
when chis Noble-man cameto him, ſpoke to him ro this . My 


"Lord, I wonder how you haye ſo'much power with the Presbytety7s 


abrain ſuch a thing, arid work fo ſtrange a marter, I pray you teach 
me the way, for Iwontd gladly know it. The Noble man anſwered, 
e or much abour ir; Sir, you rake nor the righe way, Tpre-' 


A. B's houfe ſo mui t, and co C. D'Jiouſe ſo.much Meal; ro N: 
a Carcaſs of Beeff; this gor methe power to pur away Feymi,to bring 
in Scrogie, aw from him, with.che conſent of che Presbycery,to have 
the right of the oo impropriate.co me and my houſe : Sir, this 
courſe you mult rake,. it you would work any thing by or with chefe 


The Teftamenr of a Gentleman of Wit, and more then ordinary 
worth and eſteem,is to this day extanr;(alchough he dyed many years 
ago) wherein confeſfing his many Sins (he. was much guiley of un- 
cteannefs, 'and was of more'then ordinary reach inPolirical and Sub- 
tilewayes) abborring himſelf for then , and earheſtly- begging par- | 
don, profefſed, and proteſted, chat nv (in did wouhd his Conſcience 
ſo much, a4 his deep Hyporrilie, who, wirkour the rrae fear of God.,. 
made great ſhew of Religion where none, of little was, and ro cover 
his-{ins'fromrhe World,ro hide his ſhame,and che betrer to effeuate 
his private deſigns, he'made much'of fone few prime leading Mini- 
ſexs':'by doing of which, he was nor challenged for his fins ; and was 
enabled to: work-his other ends. This hath been, and is this day a 


conſtant courſe kept by all of that catrand coar. 
7” Tris known, that'no Kingdomof the Kings was ſo much infeſted 
vith Feudes {as they call them)as thar of Scotland: nor was there any 


"more ordir Ajermdvr cena Feuds in Pariſhes, ro'be 
ro'rhe eff of much bloud; -parcly beginning ſometimes 
-wvithan the Church ; and ended in the-Charch-yard , where many 


-vimes ſomewere killed. Andie was'as ordinary to find each Ptesby- 


eerie divided in their affefion and courſe, according as they affeRt- 
her party. Nor was Stot/and ever free of Feuds, 

ing their Swords incheir Neighbours bowels, murthering one 
another,rill a little before King James came into Englend; nor did 
ever thar-Kingdom enjoy ſuch Peace and Plenty, as during che cime 


of Ex * | 
ENS _— ances Þ have given you of many , you may ſee - 


. Sir, dy the few | 
ly, that Presby Government is, not only iaconliftenc _ | 
| | - L | | Q- 


d we] 


(13) 

Monarchy, hue defhah + ive of the Libeny y of Fa Subjeds of 
x Encroaching upon all Authority, SOVeraign, and Dete- 
> - q reſtraini args, A ayes and Suits commenced before 
Fad, ; forbidding Execution of Jad ts obrained before the 
Ordinary Judges, repealing Grants, Lerters-Parents , Righrs and 
Priviledges authorized by Law : aſſuming to. it ſelfthe Ciyil power, 
exating Civil fines, /pecuniary muls, infliting corporet guniſh- 
ments, painfull ard diſgracefull ; defaming,y ung, diſgracing mar- 
rio rrns z-and.in brief, is againſt the peace of the Kingdom, of 
Families and of Neighbours, And for their Clergy or fellow-Presby- 

they tyrannize over their Conſcience, depole, or tranſplant 
> 24 at pleaſure, for reaſons known-ro ſome few of the more active. 
Iris proper now to ſpeak next of 


Provincial Synods. 


NN deſcribing of which we need not to inliſt much : for, except that 
the Juriſdiction is of greater exxent and [atirude, in it's eſſen- 
rials; cohſtiturion,and power, with the exerciſe of it,it is che very ſame. 
A Provincial Synod.is the Apiſh Imication of a. Provincial Coun- 
cil, conliſting -of a Metropolicane, and the Suffragan Biſhops of his 
. Province:. Wirh them, it is an aſſociate body of the Commiſſioners 
choſen our of all che Individual Presbyteries within the Precin&of 
the Province. How many chere be of them in the Kingdom of Scue- 


land af this inſtant, I know riot: bur the Kingdom is divided into ſo. 


many Provinces, as they in their prtidence think it ficreſt for the Go- 
vernmenc of che Church. - 


'TfI remember right,. by their platform of Diſcipline, theſe Provin-- 


cial Synodsareto meettwice a year, or oftner, pro re nata. _ 
"Thefe Synodal Aſſemblies have a ſwperintending and over-ruliag 
power over all the Presb teries within the limits of that Province. 


' The caſes proper to rhiefe Courts, are, 1. All matters which do x4. 


apperrain to the whole Province, 2. All Referrs from 211 Presbyte- 
ries within.it's verge. 3. All caſes of every ſeveral Presbyterie,which 
were diſficalt,and could not there be determined. 4. The due cenſure 
of all what, is thought ro be, done amiſs in any Preshggery within it's 
_ Arr A ——_ Nag oy au is cho 

cyeth all withinthe parcicular Presbyteries and Pariſhes, as well La 
as GM -men to obedience. Any Presbytery elſe,thae moverh xo 
our 

by ver wile papa banens . from ir, 


ſe Provincial Synods, . 


of this Province, is notryed ro obey what this decrees, 
3 The 


Whar it is; 


The extent © 
their power. 


whic fall 
within -chei 
Jucild Riot 


reyes 


> 


DL yrers, 


"The ſame cour( holden in bay in the Pravincial Sanhedring 
* which key inthe Proyperil Co ip term phe phamnie Be 
reſuming and repexivg the like.: only here is ſome pigce. my | 
A good Policy, which is this ;.In a Province, there- may he ſome, 
four or Fave, or ſix, ox.more, knowing 6. rad cart who aver- ; 
rule different and diſtant Presbyteries, and {o- cannor fortnally and. 
fairly jo SOLE wits and power toconmpaſs their common and private . 
ends. meeting of this Provincial Synod, occalioneth the meeting . 
of rhoſe leading Is in the ſame place ; who after chat they have 
communicated Counſels, and agreed upon the courſe, chey are cole 
ro draw their brethren, their Pupils of their FaRion, as Seruvum 
<4, laviſhly, yer with much £4} to diſpute, debate, and yvoyce 
what they in their wiſdomthink fit for t Cir ownends : which huh of 
layed down, will be ſo prevalent, char if ir be Aga ainſt King, Coun- 
trey, Preacher, or Lay-men, inthat concerneth the publike, or any 
private mans intereſt, to whom they ſtand engaged, x is-to as little 
purpoſe to ſome good men to oppolh, or moderate this courſe, as tor, 
a man co ſtop #currentofa flood, after a great inundation 0 "rainy | 
with his foor. | 
There is another trick of policy r00, whereby the Apoſtles of this. 
Province advance eeir own credit, that the wiſeſt of the Nobility 
and Gentry ſee who are the aRive and doing men, and having their 
particular intereſt many times both in the publike, and, their own. 
ptivate, they make cheir addreſs to theſe Popes, gain them ta their 
courſe; and ftrengrhen themſelves by the Spiritual Sword to diſturb, 
the publike, or to gain. their” private ends, whether right or wrange 
When the Commiſſioners from hence return to their ſeveral, Presby- 
. teries, they intimare to them, to command the particular Miniſters to 
preach is their Pariſhes Do&rine tending to the advancemenc tl 
thoſe deſigns - and this is, fo much obeyed, that rhe Miniſter of. | 
Kings family, or Pariſh, muſt ling che ſame ſong, alchough it con- 
cernthe King in his Honour, or in that is moſt dear-to him, and beſo. 


_ the rejudice of his Perſon, Soveraigtity and Governmene, 


heſe dge»”?, theſe prime men. of God, are attended and: ; pl rningen 
the ſaptle and cunni Nobſes. and Gen bl res are , 
tro he Ol nigh deifiedF in their coming to and fro, to A embli = 
byrerics, or upon other occaſions, the moſt « NNE of the Þr ea | 
waieupon them, entreat them 'to come to. thein Gs & chem <n.o5, 


che head of rhe Tablesby my SN r SI. 
bers. Aud that you may know yl Y el, Is 


-- 


(ry) WE 
that it is eotrafufizm ; never B:ſhoprin Scotland hath come 
into-Cicies with fach Cotyoyes, been arrended with ſuch grear per- 

7 day ſomeof this holy Brotherhood. Tt is to this day remem- 

4d, that when Mr. Robert Bruce came from his Viſitation in the 
Weſt, or South, recurning ro Edenbargh, and entring- by the Cauox- 
gate, King James looking out at his Window in his Palace at Hilyrude 
Hoſe, with-indipnation, ( which exrotted from him an Oarh) ſaid, 
-< X27. Robert Bruce / am ſure intends to be King, and declarShimfe If 
« heir ts King Robert the Bruce. 

If you would allow me:npon rhisto digreſs, I beg to be bold te The prefan 
teh! you a-true tory, and the moſt infolene. believe you ever read tuow carriage 
or beard. When Q. Eliz#beth was waxed old, K. bethinking of Mr. x.z 
howto come-art the peaceable poſſeffion of that Right God and Na- *2913"d King 
rure'had entitled him to afrer her dearh ; and refolving to recall and Jemes. 

ardon the Earls of Ange, Hwuntly, and Erroll, (why at that time were 
baniſhed, and beyond Seas) feared, if by himſelf, and bis Soveraign- 
he ſhould do it, becauſe ch&\ were profeſſed Papilts, be feared 
Church would except againſt ir, and move his SubjeRts ro Sedicion 
and Rebellion :'yer rhe Noble menwere melt able ro ſtrengrhen him, 
and do him beſt ſervice im the Kmgdom. To prevent this miſchief, 
he ſent one of his crafted and worthy Courtiers to Mr. Robert Brace, 
onEVf the Minifters of Edenburgh, who at that rime bad great ſway 
in the Church, defiring him ro comets his Majeſty about ſome buſt-- 
neſs of hiph concernmenr. Mr. Robert did come. The good admirable 
King, welcoined him more rhen courreouſly, rook him into his Reti- 
ring or Bed-chamber, ſpoke powerfully to this ſenſe :. 44r. Roberr, 
I have ſent for you, to have your advice in a buſineſs of gs weight, con- 
cerning the Pence of Scotland and England, and which concerns we in 
9b Spcyr moſt nearly Qs, Elizabeth, my Siſter. and Conſin,' is 
fret, "nnd tannottive long, you know 1 have God's, and. Nature's Right 'to 
that Crown, 'F canmt loſe it in Honcur or in Juſtice, and yet my prayer to 
God'is, that I may come at ny Right without any blood. I know there is ſome 
Fatflon in England againſt me, but my friends are mare prevalent there : 
It conterneth mes in” point of Prudence, to provide that th:re be no Fattion 
and die) ſronffin this my Kingdom of Scotland * fer if this Kingdom be alt 
one way for we Wherty obodie e and ſuljeftion, the diſaffetted party in 
Eng abghreo _ ſed, MC Res ir great diſad- 
vantage. Now, ſaiththe beft and wiſeſt of Kings, 1 fear nothing,'but that 
theſt three: Noble mn. beyond Seas, becauſe F their. forfeiture, may be + 
whynghy wpon by Papifts, encouraged and. enabled by them there, i the 
UT : " ncliſh 


"MY 


Dot much the Earl of Hantl. This was the Spiric inſpired 


. (16) | 
Fngliſh Papiſts, who are oſt ag ainſt my coming to the Crown of England, 
brrin 1 a0 Nivnd Proteſtant, to come hither and truwhle Me and the 
Peace of this Kingdom. Do you not think it fit, that 1 give them 4 pardon, 
reſtere them to their Hononr and Lands, and by ſo doing, ſo gain them, 
that thus I may [ave the effuſion of Chriſtian blood ? To this demgnd;ſo 
piouſly made, the anſwer was : Sir, you may pardon Angus aud Arrolly 
and recall thems ; but it is not fit, nor will you ever obtain my conſent go gare 
donor gall Huntly. To this che moſt gracious King lenly roptyoee 
AM. RMWert, It were better for me to pardon and recall bins, and not the 
ether two, then the other -two without hins. 1. Firſt, becauſe you know” he 


': hath a greater commandz and is more powerfull then both of them, 2. Next; 


1.2 "© "you know I am mure aſſured of his Fejen.to any g for be hath married my. 
'' dear and meer Kinſwomai, the Duke of Lenox 
was, Sir, [ cannot agreeto it, The King our of the great dept 


is Siſter, His aq, 

of his: 
wiſdom and prudence,and his tranſcendent goodneſs,concluded thus ; 
Mr. Robert, 1 have _—_ my moſt ſecret thoughts to Jos fr before 
any, and to you only ; 1 am ſo confidentgf your z+al and good affettjon to: 
Me and My Hononr, that 1 entreat you to think upon this matter a day or 


.two ; and after your better thoughts and prayers, return to me, and tell me: 


clearly what you think, Thus was he diſmiſſed with as much "_ 
as the King could give to any of his higheſt Subjets. The cruth is, 
at this crime chis man had more power in Edenbwrgh then rhe King ; 
and his credit there had. a mighty influence upon all his Se&, and. 
many in the Kingdom: Within aday or two-he returns to his Majeſty, 
yer, if T be informed right, not till he was called upon: When be 


entred the Kings Preſence-chamber, the King rook him into a ſecret . 


retiring Room, as before, made the dore be ſhut, and ſpeaketh to 


this ſenſe : Now Ar. Robert, 1 hope you have thiwght. more ſcriguſty » 
wpon' that weighty luſineſs I pd you phe laſt bs and rhbeinrar 


God $0 divet# you and Me both ; tell me then what you think, of my. purpoſe 


amd reſolution —— three Noble-men. He returnech- this an- . 


repeared his reaſons before meritioned, and added ſpme-mors ; He 
obſtinarely oppoſed ant contradicted ir. . All xv, who knew. 
any thing of cheſe rimes, that Angus and Arroll were as bigor P 

if-nor more, then Huntly ; there was no difference in Religion: the 


ſwer ; Sir, the more 1 think of it, the mare I am confirmed.in the advice 
' I gavetoyou'the laft day + I agree with all my heart that, you recall An-\ 
gus and Arroll, but for Huntly it cannot be.- The, King, reſumed and 


= 


hs * 
. 
: 


erach is, Maſter Bruce was a Lover of the Earl of Argylewho loved. 


himas it. 
ſeemeth, 


(7) 


ſeeherk, - King Famer defited his reafons : liegave none,' but.ſpoke - 


Majeſtically.. Thenthe King cold him<dowaright;-.Afr. Robent 7 


haveold you my purpoſe ;. you ſee how nearly and; highty it» conceructb/e; | 


# have given you ty: reaſons fot ' my reſolutions *y68 give #8 your : opinion, 
but you fringthen it nat with-reaſon;wherefore 1 will hold ney omn reſolution, 
and ds as Ifrft-ſpoke to yin. Tothewhich (with Chriſtian and Subject» 
like reverence !Yhe recurned this reply ;- #ell, Sir, .yu*; may do q1 You 
liſt: ; but thaſe you, ytt ſhall not have me and the Eart of” Hm bj for 
108. Sir, Judge by this in whar:cafe Monarchie is,- infucha;Govern+ 
ment; for that this is truth, I am as much aflured- of, 'as: mioralt cer- 


rainty canaſſure any man of morall cruch, which with tiis own ears he | * 


hath not heard. And yet this man was but Miniſter of Edenbwrgh. 


conſider-how the, ſame men:reſpe& and entertain their: own, Par 
Miniſter :- When tlie G anvaliels firs by my Lady; che Pariſti Prieſt 


appearerh by 
3 the direſpe& 


- To return thither; fromwhence we digralfedzthat.you-my kndw; The Ganz : 
char rhis. great. Honour whictvis done ro thoſe-great ones; theCabib crey,bonour 
ner-Councell ofall Provinciat and General Affemblies;by theſe cuns not theſe Apo2 
ning and ſubtile Nobles and others, is not done in the-nawe ofia Dis Ales in = 
ſriply in the name of a Prophet ; reflect a lictle with your £y&8z and Dil:iplez wc 


willbe below rhe: Candleſtick ; and will be! forced ro-come? tot his all oiber Mis 


Lordpor Lairdy and-Crouch down for 4 mrſell. of Bread , and ſmall -_—_ _—_ 
prece of Money. Nay before the- Gamaliel be gone; he mutt '/prom rifhi r Px 


and Catechiſe the poor ſtipendiarie,how to carry himſelf with tHe 


—_— — 


Lord and Laird, not to exaRt roo /rigoronfly what is due)in; Bis com- « nilf 21: yy oft 


i , 
i190 LESS - 
« #4 


petent Stipend ; nor-in Preaching, dodrine,o6r diſcipline, to-offent !- 


the Lord or Laird : ſuch good Chriſtians, ſuch Jehoſbwa's; Nel tmir 


ab's, and Efdraf's, are to be much made of, for the.-cauſe of;God. 1 *' 
dareto ſay; never Biſhop or Archbiſhop in England, or Scotland, }. 
hath ufed more authority; nor did ever carry. theimſelyes ſg/drr ; 


ly.cowards the meaneſt of ' their Clergy, as theſe'men- do. gyer;thei 
{impler brethren. I come now at laſt 20 2:99! ': 23 evBl 9in0? 
/ ' The Generdll Aſſembly: _. 28 Loa 


- 


*f.3% 
4 "I 


His is the Great and High $anhodvim ; thetef reſolution of faith is The Prerogiz 


 &- almoſt 'inhis aſſociate body.” Here Chriſt Ges) ini the. Higheſt vc of this 
glory and Dignity he can upon earch.” Hereis the «/timaute. deciſion ®%F 


of all controverſies. Here you may find really thar fancied infallibi- 
lity' of the Pope. The Jurifdiionin rhis is univerſally /ircall con- 
cerneth Eceleſ;aftica, Eccleſiaſtices, and what concerneth all Tempe- 
ralia. in ordine jd Spiritnalia, 7s Liu < 20,111 

- D. The 


| 


l 


* 


| 
| 
: 


| The indepen>- +; e:authority'ofy 
| | pm = of 


| Wigaty of ir, 


(8) 
: is dveraign, independent fraany, derived 6 
them by tult\tumedidtely tomiChrith; rokim dlonethey dtedcrgune 
rabie.. WhofocuetiohtyaabnorahisSoveraigntyycis $0.be;Excommus 
naicate); rhe Magittrate is attheir, Command, \and,es- they preſcride, 
co\puniſkinEſtate, it;BodyyinLifeand Death ; If the -King obey 
not, He'isto be Exconimunicated; andtotrengetben'this, the No- 
bility, Gentry5ColleAivd-bofy, ney - every. indyvidug! perfon ts; tb 
conggrre, rocdmpetlind cenfure-him'rothe utmoſt of his power, #> 
puniſh; to derhkrone,ro'un-King, tokill &c. Lee ys'come andere how 
this goodly Judicacorie is made ups: | 


iv4 bd 


Of whom'and. Itiscompoſed,r. Firſt, of the Commiſhoners ſent. from all, the 


rol 


6 2 


175 e219 
4; 11391839 JG 


Ll 
| *% ; 


how n is cow- Presbyreries'of the-Kingdoms Which (as I-bearratd .am informed ) 
.» «1 velns qedered." Bygry/Pogabyrer 

" 1,01 GARE aSayEider;)By higitfbemeth/thar: the Clergy. bath the 

- FRY 7-8 al 

 mifſio 


*® '4 : © 4 
- "7 


yſenderh out tut Preaching, (El- 


25: Seconlly; cherefdteconfider, that befides the Com- 
refrom' Presbyteries; there cometh from every Burrow and 
 Corporationone Commilhoner z_ ape gh, for-ſome. ſpiritual 
we no-doubt; 15: bono red-iand;:privitedged? to ſend two. 


4-112 3t': 3. Bhtkdly;eticanivebſicics and Colledgesent thew Commilſiondte, 
+» |» which for ebe-mott partare lnorDoRors hot: Miniſters, bitLay-Men 
-- -and*'Graduates iti Liberill Arts-and Sciences. : This will none eo 


©. * © $503, ſfi,001 


& 19298) nallrhe -mumber of 
: "Miniters. Wikio vr 

| How the Kid 

is a member 

| ir,agd of no _ lis Cofhmilfroher. He bath-ohe yoyce too, and that uſfirmative only. 


| | 
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2y-Commiſloners to that of .Preaghing- 
KOO YI1ky 62 VIOUwmatbie 1 ij 1; 56 Þ: 

-p Tho Kin is a member: conſtituent foggand ſhouldibe there ei- 

ſinefly by Kiraſetf,; or virtuathrand repreſentatively, in, or- by 


Some ſay, as a Repreſentativeofithe Civitbody of the dingeentzend | 
ſits there in that capacity. All of them agree in this, that he is bound 


sſent, and His Commilioner i&-abſent, have'fo 


'-* / 5The King if. 
Ys eres. ulped to Him, that: He --or His | Commifſioner m 


have four; or fivezor! lix aſitants for advice ; 'but theſe Synodicall 
Fathetsgive'theirindnlgences with ſuch-circumfpectpriidence, thar, 
to preſerve Chriſt's honour, and ehgir, owhgentire, the *King, or His 
Commiſſioner may debate and adyiſe with His Conacell,or  Afliftants, 
\ or 


- 
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atgdeligeany of hep to ſpeak mpile murrerzare indbaylagtBut when 


-of every Afﬀembly , the Prefidenr appointerh che day and place for tbe Aﬀembly 
pequirethqhomecting ofa —_ Aﬀemibly before the time derer- *9* 
vio 2 


ir commerh to the deciſion and determination-þy voyces (and plurg- 
lity.of, voycesmakerh the decree) the. King 'has onzly one voice, and 
that affirmaiive onely, not Negative. Ty, is 

By thus it.is certain, that it the greater part of voices dererming The King 
contrary to the Rags voyce, nay to His mind and Conſcience, .He muſt execucs \ 
is bovnd to put it in Execution : for Poteſtes jars . is radically- in; the _—_ 
whole Aflembly, the King hath no more bur Poteſtatem Fatty vo-: be chonghche 
an Executioner Rei Judicate, of the decrees ; otherwiſe, He'is cenſu- beagrinft His 
rable ; and if He be obſtinately refratory, He is not worthy to hold Conlcience, 
His Crown. , | o | 

The King prelides tgoy as they confeſſe 3 bur ſo; that it is only cis 
villy, and in His civill capacity. it 
-- IfI be not miſtaken, yer I darenot ayouch this confidently; the 
King hath not Power to propoſe any thing ſpiritual, or that concern- 
eth the Church ; -burgf He do. it,.it muſt be done by the -Right: Fa- 
ther ofthe Aſſembly. ,:; the" Moderator, 'This I'date to. ſdy;rthar ned 
ther the King, nor His Commiſſioner;can hinder. or oppoſe che 
poling of any thing ghey think concerneth- che! Kingdome : of 
Chriſt. For this were no free general Aſſembly, and to limit the holy 
one of Iſrael. Nay if the thing propoſed conceived by them to be 
Spiritual, be ſo rwiſted with the things civill;that che qrdering;pr 6- 
ſabliſhing of ic may'carry along with-it achangeand diftemper in rhe 
State and Government, or import danger:to the 'King and Crown ; 

The Moderator, or any Commiſſioner, hath. power .co propoſe ir, 
determine it, and never to confider or refle& upon the danger of 
King, State, or Kingdome; and that for God and Chriſt's glory. * __-: 

The proper, natural, and right Preſidepr of chis Seraphical Judi- The proper. - 
catarie, is one of the Preaching Elders(alchough we obſerved before, Xoderuor is & 
how Lay-men, as Buchanan, Melvil, Brace; have been Moderators ) © o..- 
a Lay-Elder now cannot. be Moderator. | MI" | 


Here is the Legiſlative power; here is the Soveraignty of Chrifts .; | 
Kingdome; here is the higheſt Tribunal. and Judicatory 'of Chritt 4 
ypanthe Earth ;:from which no perſon; no office; no condition of 
creatureispriviledged;. from it lyetli no- appeal. ' ' SEN 

The King hath no Power to appoint the time or place of this Aſ- 
ſembly', bur once a year ir multneceſſarily meet. And at the cloſe They indi& - 


zhenext.' If any great Exigencie really,or in'their faniſje intervening, Þ7 tec on® 


mined; 


| (io,) 
Ained , HR Conbihee? from tHe Aſſembly are to make remon- 

_ __ Mkantedfirmmrothe ing: orbit 
Theraft power © Whatſoever power the Pope unjuſtly uſurpeth , The Catholick 
this court, - Church, orher virtual and Repreſentative; An coecumenical councell, 
- + Taſty challenger” his general Aſſembly vindicaterh eo ir ſelf, only 
OO rb Fativ5 by Wa} of 'thority, wiriin the Church of that King- 

*.. JOmeahd Nation ; yt. toni fue, and Charitative, to extend to all , 

: Neighbovr-Chutches irithe World ; whatever it be that concerneth, 

F fideme cultuns Regimen, &C. credenda, agenda. 

' 11 And yet: w#Fthis infallible Supream Judicatorie would reſerve to it 
ſelf thatjuriſdiion is due to men in Sacred Orders, and which in- 
trinſecally;iradically;/#nd - originally is in them ex vi Ordinss, al- 
though Presbyrers intrude upon higher callings, and they place all 
Eccleſrattical|powet; atleaſt communicate ic to Lay-People, che 
Prince's condition were tolerable : Nay,if they did only trench up- 
off what is :dueto Soveraignty, and with which he is invelted from 
4d Almighty; whitl is reftrainedad Exttraum hominem, and Ex 
Jr os 47 rat nr ir be brought intoſtraiter 

{ narrower boutds;' a King'mighe be'in ſome poor: condition, al- 

thbugh Robbed of His Right. Barwhen they come to rlis, chat i; 

'ordixe ad ſpiritualia,-inorder to/ſpiritnal chings, they will give the 

King: Lawes,; repeatM{isawes, command. and expect performance 

and-obedience, ocheqwiſe-excommunicate;: and if a King. negleR 

that Excdmmunication, incite infertiour Magiſtr#:, Nobles, and 

Commons, to: bring Him in order, to compell and force him ; He is 

'ina worſe condition unce” this Soveraignty; than under the: Pope , 

by bow-muchiit'is worſe to a King ro'be ſubjefted toan untamed fu- 

; iT glous Beakt, the Milrinde;rhan ralche rytanny of One. El 

* 1 +. . AlltheſeLay-Elders, all'rhefs Commilſioners from - Corpor:tions 

__" 7 and Burrowes; are de jure divine as:fiilly Judges ifrall marrers offaich, 

yes in bighet | orſhip, government ; Judges of hzrefie, utolatry, ſaperſitition, of 
Points of faith Pp, gove:! ge5 Y $ 

and worſhip, the higheſt points. of Orthodox. and Catholick i myſteties, of rhe 

ce. grofle and avsilleſt Harehles, Ariariſm, Arminianiſm, Macedpma- 

niſm, Montangſm+,- Sec aniſm, Anabaptiſm , &c. as any..man in 1a- 

cred Orders there; haye vocem deliberativam, vocem deciſivan, have a 

debating, diſcuſive voyce, and concurre as much wh the influ- 

. 1: "ence of their voyce to preſcribe and give 1s N rm im filei, cultiss, po- 

1 /\ 2: litiea Confeſſion of faich,a preſcript for worflip,Canons for govern- 

:-: i414) ment anddiſcipline,as ever Biſhops had in Tawful Chriftiah Conncels, 

***5 {Biſhops , limbes and members of Antichriſt,- are ao pare of /ir.) 

> C ow 
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Now is forgotten that ofthe Councell of Chalcedon, Concilium E- 
piſcoporum eſt; and that old Barbarous, but Chriſtian enough 
verſe, | 


Tte foras Laiciz non eft volts locrs yet. 

I would gladly aske of one of theſe Rabbies and great Maſters in Commif 

Iſra'l, how commeth it that the Commiſlioners of Rurrowes (it there, C—_— 
voylie there? Are they roogde juro divino, by divine right? If they j,, Lay-c 
anſwer, that ſuch are choſenasare, or have been, Lay-Elders : I city, 
rejoyne ; the Lay-Elders come in that capacity only , as Commitho- 
ners of the particular Presbyteries : TheſEare nor members conſti- , 
tuentsof che Presbyrerie in that capacity , that they are, or have 
been, Lay-E!ders; bur have right and intereſt in this high Court in 
that cepacity meerly , as Commiſſioners of Burrowes. Look upon 
their acts of general Aſſembly, and you will find, that it authorizes 
Commiſhoners from B:rrowes to be parts conſtituent of this Judica- 
tory, q#a tales, as ſent from the Burrovyes. 
_ .AgainlI aske,Seeins you make Dottors one of your four holy Fun- 
Rions Eccleſiaſtical, conttirnted by Chriſt, in what Judicatorie find 
we them? In Seſſions they are nor ; In few Presbyteries they be; 
and, if there, in ſome other capacic'e, In general Aﬀemblies, if any 
be, they appear as Comin:flioners from the Univerſity, in this ca- 
-pacity only, And many times it ts ſ2en, that Profeflors of Philoſophy 
þ we been Commiſiioners of Colledges in gzneral Aſſemblies. 

Leaving theſe abſurdities, wh ch are monſtrouſly grofle , I come ; 
to conſider next, what is the Soveraigne power of this hizh Sanhe> ny rem 
drim. If they would in Criſtian moderation aſſume no more to Saoketrien 
themſelves, but only a direftive poer, and by humble Remonſtrances afſumerb io 
and ſupplications , with that reverence is due to Soveraignty and ſelf 
Miajelty, Petition the King to animate their As, Canons, and Con- 
ſticurions with the influence of his Legifllative power, this were. fair 
k..-4 quarter. Butzhy your favour, no ſooner have they enacted ir here, 

_ and ſo ſoonas it is ſolemnly i:timzzted, which is , by returning to e- 
very Presbytery , with it's Commiſ:ioners, a Copie of the As, 
Orders,and O-dinances, and by the Przsbyterie's order every Mini- 

| ſerhath publiſhed chem in the Pariſh Church ; all things ſo done 

are animate! with a Poteſtative Power, by the influence theſe Orders 

receive from that Legiſlative Poxcy Chriſt hath entruſted them wich 
. In his aconomical Kingdom?.All then are bound to obedience,if ic bein 
. the meaneſt indifferent thing, nay it cis order crofle or repeal a {tan- 
ding Law , all diſobedients are ans roall Eccleliaſtical cenſures, 

3 and 
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(22) 
and may forthwith be proceeded againſt; even tilcthey:be deſpwerod: of 
| _____ ver imo the hands of the Devil. 519. 

are 2- This 4ſem)ly is above the n_ to them he ought to give an ac- 
a = 11 count of His faith ; rorheir Conteſſion of faich He mult conform him- 
| e4/gncy, ſelf; to their orders He muſt give obedience; otherwiſe He is excom- 
- municable, depoſable. 1 fear you ſcarce believe me: yet truly no 
verenda retego, ſed imverecunda confuto. 1 diſcover nor the nakedneſs, 
of the Father, the ſhame of Brother, nor Friend ; would to God 
the reners and praftices were buryed in Hell, and the maintainers re- 
gained ro God by true repentance, and forfaking their wayes: I dif- 
cover cnly things thatare paſt all ſhame, and which our Church can 
neverown. Sir, if = will hardly believe mein this, ler me give'you 
| their aſſertions in this caſe, and their conformable practice. 

they cannot Tr is their conſtant Catholick Tenet, that if the King, Queen, Re- 
pn my the gent Or Protector, or whoſoever heor ſhe is, in whoſe Perton Sove- 
W _o o« raignty is fixed, or in whoſe Perſon it is repreſentatively fixed, only 
s means by a fiduciary truſt; during the non-age of the Prince or Ptinceſs ; 
Fx will nor ſubmit himſelf ro this holy Sceprer, will nor, according to its 

preſcript, reform Religion; preſerve it in its integrity, any man or 
men are bound todo it at their diretion. I'ſpare Afartin Junior's 
faich in this, that there js no authority above the Brotherhood, 
«No Magiſtrate ( faith he , Thef. 17, 18, 22. ) may lawfully mains 
© or deform the body of Chriſt 5 which i the Church ; no lawful Church- 
« Guvernment is changeable ," at the pleaſure of the Magiſtrate ; of ne- 
& ceſſity all Chriſtian Magiſtrates are bound to receive this Government. 
Nor will I in{ift upon Yieginton's aſſertion ; That *Y#hat the Holy Bro- 
<« therhood cannot - ao by wit and diſpute,the People muſt Lring it to paſs. 
- - EG Youdelire the renets and praftices of the Church of Scotland only. 
\The'Scots maintain, that if the King, or -Queen , will not reform 
ligivs may  Religion;ethey may take upon them by violence and power to reform 
ormed or jt,. This they have learned of their Grand-father Knox, as you may 
Jerved read in an Epiſtle of his,written from Diepe. Anno 15 57.And Knox Hi- 
for. page 213. Whar is lawful for Reformarion, is lawful for preſerva- 
- tion of Religion. X 
1. 'And here they begin with the Nobles : and determin right 
the Kine Own Noblemgen owght to Reform Religion, if the King will not. Knox, 
Ul not, S app. 25. Again,That God hath appointed the Nobility to bridle the inordi- 
obles may. nate ites of Princes, and in ft doing, they cannat be accuſed, as reſiſters 
© of awthority, Knox; Hiſt. 343. And, That it is their dwty to repreſs the 
. Page and inſolency of Princes. Knox, app. 33» - : J- 
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2, Tathe ſecond place, if the Nobles will not d6/ir;7 he: People and If neicber 
Commonalty nay reforms Religion, at the order and4irethion of the Brither-10s nor gn 
hood Knox,to the Communalty. fol. 49, 50. The Communalty, by their pewer yy1e may. © 
may bridle ernel beaſts ; (They mean Prieſts and Prelates) Knox to the 
Comimunaltyfol. 5 5.TheCommonalty may lawfully require of their Soveraign 
tobave true Preachers ; and if he be negligent , they may vhemſechyes provide 
them, maintain them, defend them, againſt all that do perſecnte them , nnd 
may detain' the profits of the C bareh-Tyvin s from thenther fort ; That us 
ro ſay, Prieſts, Papiſts, Prelates,and Maltgnants. Knox Gone. fol. '55. 

_ 3. Inthethird place, if they come ro the happine6 to have No- It Nobles © 
bles and Commons obedient to their commandements, for reformati-!Commons 
on, or preſervation of true Religion (which mitt be-ſo as they fan- Jy there i 
ſie) Tam deceived , if they allow not more violence and efteem ir __— 4 
more piety, zeal, and juſtice. Their Tenetsare; The Communalty con- 6 "4 
ewrring with the Nobles, may compel to ceaſe from their tyranny. Knox to - 
the Commonalty, fol.47. Again, The Nability and Commonalty, ought ts 
reform Religion, and in that caſe may rem ve from honours, and may ;puniſh 
ſuch as Godhath condemned, Deur. 13. Of nhat eſtate, c:ndition, vr L_ 
ſeever, Knox, app. fol. 28, 30... 

4. In che fourth place, . if the Nobles will not joyn wich che Peo- Inferior Mi; 
ple or Commonalty 1n the reformation, or preſervation of 'true Reli- firares and 
gion, at the direQion of the Miniſtery, rhe inferiar Magiſtrates may, P*oPle may 
and ſhould do-it. Knox. Hiſt. p. 217. Jo. 

5.,Inthe fifth place, betore ſo good a work be nar done, if Nobles,: Every Tac 
or the whole, or greateſt part of the Commonalry willwotbe obedi- dual in bis 
ent, aſſiſting, and aiding to ſo good a work ; Every individual man ome , 
and perſon is bound to advance this good work, to kill Papiſt, Prieſt, t, Ye umm 
Prelate, Malignant ; nay, a King, if He ſtand out an Enemy to God, of bis power, 
and Chriſt, and cannot otherwiſe bereclaimed, or removed, nor by to intend ar 
ſuir, or diſpute gained to the right way, ( I dare ſay, their dofrine _—_— 
leadsto this) ſee Kyox app. fol. 30. where roundly he ſaich, The py. *9aHon - 
niſl ent of ſuch crimes as touch the Majeſty of God, doth not appertain to 
Kings and chief Rulers only, but alſo to the whale body of the People, and to 
every member of the ow to revenge the injury done againſt God, Again, 
ſee him fol. 35-The People are bownd by oath toGod, to revenge, to the ut- 
moſt of their powers the injury dcne againſt God's Majeſty. To this pur- 
poſe they alleadge the examples of Phineas , who in his zeal killed 
the Adulterers: Of Ehud, who in the ſame zeal killed Eg- 
lon in his private Chamber, (remember he was a King): Of Fel, ak 
killed Siſera : of Aazatbiaty.who in zeal killed a Few for commircing 


a HR. , 
;j\*-  FIdolatry; andwho in the ſame zeal-at the ſame time killed the 
.-. .-_ ,. ;King's Commiſſioner; Sir, put theſe things together; and ſee, where ' 
+, -;this Soveraign Supream Eccleliaſticat Judicatory hath ſuch dominion 
and power over mens Conſciences, that being direRed by their Mi-" 
niſtery;, they are bound ro do to the ntmoſt of their power for refor- 
mation and preſervation of Religion, What ſacred Perſon of any: 
rw ſecured > What man offending againſt rhe Majetty-of 
aod (which is'as they :fanſie' many times ) may not be taken away” 
by on&like to a Ravilliack ? What Commiſhoner or Counſellor of the” 
.- King butindoing his beſt ſervice to his Maſter,he may be ſtoned like 
to Adoram, andall this go in popular eſteem currant for good ſervice 
and extraordinary zeal to God and his Cauſe. 
or a3 m9 © 6. Intheſixth place upon thoſe grounds, Covenants ahd Confede- 
x ure well” racies come into ſtrenprhen all; ro joyn purſes, perſons; wit, and 
= wo, ſtrength, Contra onmes mortales , Ros Majeſtate non excepta , againſt 
bine for King and Biſhop, Prince and Prelate, ro the defence of the good 
gthis cauſe; with a combination; every one to be aiding; afſriting and nrain- 
rk raining ore another in ſo good a- cauſe: 
Confele- 7. 1n the laſt place cometh their Orders for- reformiation or pre- 
&my by ſeryation, and chat by themſelves and the colle&ive body, or any aſ- 
wlclves give Ccjares wharſoeverz without reſpeR; reverence; or obedience to the 
| Soveraign authority of the Prince. - / 
2ezs up- © The praQtice isclearly ſeen in Mr. Xnox his proceedings, for after 
tþe Tenc6s | that by bis Letter, which we mentioned before written tro Scotland, 
**- Anno, 1557. from Dizpe, and otherwiſe, he had infufed rhe above 
named principles into many, an oath of confederacy was taken a= - 
mongſtthem, and ſubſcription under their hands to ſoine agreement. 
This gave life to that tumultuary Reformation; much ftrengrh being 
added to it, by the concurrence of the Sacrilegious, hoping thus to 
ſwallow up the-Church-revenues , which is more than certainwas a- 
sainft Knox his mind, and the firſt Reformers. As ye deplore great 
loſſes the Church had by this reformarion,and dothank God hearrily 
for his admirable bounty and mercy in the good of truth we got by ir 
yet we will never wrong Reformed Religion ſo much asto account of 
that as an orderly Reformation; we deny nor, but it was attended with 
much Sedition, FaRtion,and Rebellion. | 
ders of Rex? ' Anno 1558. without the authority of Soveraignty , nay , without 
tion pre- theknowledg of it,theſe Confederates, at the dire&tion of their Mini- 
—_ ſtery,preſcribed Orders for Reformation of Religion wo be obſerved 
aurno"t') 0" and praiſed throughout che whole Kingdom. See Know ſtory, p:2t7. 
—— n / They 


(25) 
They go farther : they weir an Imperious Letter, to the Religious oo Y + 

. houſesgin the nam? of the Congregation, commanding all of them to re- —_ no 
move from chence againſt ſuca a day, or then they would eject chem [heir Orcers, 
by force. Knox, ibid. | 

W:thin very ſhort time after, a Parliament being holden by the They proceſt 
Queen Regent, ( Queen Maries Mother , and great Grandmother q__ _— 
to our gracious Soveraign) they make a Proteltation , that except panty ” 
they had their delires, they would go on incheir intended courſe of * 
Reformation ; that neicher they , nor any that joyned with chem , 
ſhould incurr therefore any danger in lite, or lands, or other Ci- 
vil Penalties; and that if any violence hapned in perſuir of thoſe mat- 
rers, they ſhould thank themſelves. Iris very obſervable, chey were 
all boundin that confederacy to aſfilt and ſtrengthen each other in 
that courſe. See Knox Hiſt. pag. 256. Firſt, here you have the Di- 
retion of the Miniftery. Next you have a Confederacy and bond of 
murual defence. Thirdly, you have Orders and Decrees agreed up- 
on in common. Fourrhly, you have Warrants iſſued out ro make or 
force all to be pur in execution. Fifthly, you have a Proteſtation, and 
chat athreatning one roo, againſt che Queen Regent and whole Par- 
liament. Sir, are choſe things conſiſtent with Monarchie ? what Scri- 
pture? what Father ? what praRice of the Church doth warrant ſuch 
a Reformation ? . 

Come on, and you ſhall have them anon in open contemning They conte 
Soveraign Authority. The Queen Regent, to ſuppreſs theſe begin- Joveraign aus 
nings , andto nip them inthe bd, cites them to appear at Stir/ing, *297iy- 
They appear nor, They are out-lawed : all men under pain of Trea- 
ſon are inhibited co aſſiſt them. There is no obedience, bur all in the 
confederacy adhere to them. I cannot, for my part, juſtifie rhis 
Divinity. 

From diſobedience and contempt, they are guilty of uſurping the They ufarp 
Royal power : for very ſhortly after, Auno 1559. inimediately afrer Royal power.” 
a Sermon Preached by Knox in Saint- Johnſtown, at his exhortation and 
direQion, they fallco the pulling down of the Religious Houles, and 
within ewo or three dayes equal three of them to the ground. Sir, 

Canir appear that by Holy Writ,or Reaſon, ſuch Popular tumultuary 
reformations are warrantable 2, Is it not intrinſecally inherent in che 
Crown, or whereſoever Soveraignty is fixed ? And ſo they proceeded 
in Fife, Angus, Mornis, Stirling, Lowthian,&c. and through the whole 
Kingdom, See Knox Hit. p. 263. Here were many goodly and rich 
Churches ſpoyled, robbed, and cat down. F 
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They renounce After this they diſclaim Soveraign Authority, except it be as they 
thaic lawfull | pleaſe, and have their deſires. The Queen Regent threarned Sr. 
moeregh. Johnſtown, where this diſorder was firſt ated. They of the Confede- 
racy writ to her in plain tearms, © That except ſhe ſtayed from that 
© cruelty, they ſhould be compelled to take the Sword of juſt _ and pro- 
& teſted, that, without the Reformation which they deſired, they would never 
& be ſubjett to any-mortal man. See Knox, pag. 265. | 
They command More followed, By a Letter they cice all their Brethren to repair 
all che Bro- nnto-them; and that you may know that their Kerrers were Autho- 
therbood to be rjeative Commands, and that all che authority is from the independent 
m—— Sqovraignty of the Church, conſider how they wrice to the Nobility, 
upon pain of Excommunication to joyn with them, Knox ibid. pag. 
268, 269, 272. 
They are obey How much this Eccleſiaſtical Soveraignty did exalt ir ſelf above 
d. the Queens the Civil, is more then apparent in this, chat when an Herald in his 
Herald is abu- Coat of Arms, commanded all men under pain of Treaſon, ro return 
-_ to their houſes, by publique ſound of Trumper in Glaſgow ; no man 
obeyed that charge, bur went forward co-their aflociates, Habes con- 
fitentems reum Knox, pag. 274. | | 
denounce They denounce Warr coo, which was ever jfdged to be the pecu- 
againſt liar ſpecifick Prerogarive of Soveraignry, for they writ to the B ſhops 
heir adver- and Clergy, That except they deſiſted from d:aling againſt them, they 
ic: would, with all force and power, execute juſt vengeance and puniſhment upon 
them : and that they would begin the ſame w«rre, which God commanded 
Iſt ael to execmte againſt the Canaanites. Which mannerof proceeding, 
they termed a rebſting of the-Enemy, Knox Hift. 275, 276. 
hey will kexx The poor Queen Regent was brought to an Accommodation, and 
fno peace,but the Aſſembly. at St. Johnſtown was diſmifſed. Bur ar their parting , 
er into ® they entred into a League by Oarh, thar if any one Member of their 
pmbiaatie Congregation (this in the Scertifh is equivalent to Fecieſis) ſhould be 


ence. © fronbled, they ſhould all carcarre, «/ſif,and convene again together, for 


the defence of the fame, Knoxpag. 233. 
The Queen Regent finding this Soveraignty overbear Her's, and 
the Peace of the Kingdom by a Declaration publiſhed and 


prochainied, reftified her deſire of Peace, and deſcended ſo much, 
that really ir was/ only a Requeſt. 'They ſcorned it, would none of ir, 
confured it by another, did exhorr thoſe of their Fattionto encourage 
themſelves in the Lard, to ftand upoutheir guard like tocke re-buil- 
ders of Hier»ſalem and che Temple, with the Sword in one hand,and 
the Bible in another, wherein gave the Queen. inany my" 
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Lye, and abuſed her with reproachfull and contumelious ſpeeches. 

The Subje&s chat continue their obedience are honoured with no 
better-tearm then to be called 7 he Qacens Fittion. Y ou may read this 

at leiſure and pleaſure in Knox Hiſtory, pag. 330,333,362,364. Nay, 

they renounced their obedience unto Her, protelted thar whoſoever 

ſhould take Her part, ſhow!d be paniſked as Traiters, whenſoever God 

ſhould put the Sword of Juſtice into their hands, Knox Hilt.p. 364. 

Ar lait they riſe rothe higheſt pitch of Rebellion, and Anno 1 560. Theydepoſe; 

they depoſethe Queen Regen, the pre-derermination being given, Ween Regenc, 
that it was lawfull tor them to do ſo, by Mr. Knar and Mr. Filcocks. 
This is upon record yet in that Kingdom, and is ſer down by Mr. 
Knox himſelf, Hiſt. pag. 372. 378. And it is obſervable, that the 
Queen, if I remember right, lived but a moneth, or lictle more, after 
this pious aft. 

Sir, you will now ſay, that I ſpeak too hardly of our firſt Refor- The Author's 
mers and Reformation, and would know, What is my opjgion of chem modeſt opinion 
and it. To deal clearly, God is my witneſs, T am no Papiſt, but do ab- —— 
horre Popery as much as any, and char I am no Puritan rhe other gi, of 5,00. 
party will witneſs for me. I am bound to ſpeak the truth in my heart: jang, 
and,to give ſome ſatisfaion, I ſay, 1. Firſt, as I am able, T blefs and 
praiſe God moſt heartily, that we were delivered from the Popes Ty- 
ranny, and that groſs egyptian darkneſs we were under : which I 
aſcribe to the admirable wiſdom, and infinitely tranſcendent good- 
neſs of God. 2. Next, I leave che men to God's mercy ; bur for rhe 
manner of proceeding, the way they rook, I dare nor, I will not ap- 
prove it: but will ſay with Jacob,{n conciliums earns ne veniat anima mea. 

3. Thirdly, I daily, heartily, bewail thar,that roo roo much Idolized 
Reformation in an exceſſive hatred againſt Popery, did run too much 
to the other extream ; that the goodly Order and Government necef- 
ſary. of the Church was ſhouldered our ; the /publick Service and 
Worſhip of God, with it's decency, reverence and comeline6, was 
much defaced,diſgraced; that goodly,ſtately and rich Churches,were 
abuſed, robbed, and equalled to the ground ; and char the Church 
Patrimony was dilapidated : And yer this was not ſo much done by 
the firſt called Reformers, as by their Difciples, e/£tas parentmns "on 
prjur avis. | 

It feareth me, beſides that God is puniſhing our prefent fins, that, 
by this ſcourge, which is guilded with rhe fpecious, bur - Ap 
compellation of a gloriow, tharowyſecond- Reformation, he is in the ſame 
juſtice puniſhing che ſins of chat ans ion. For my peer, I 
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judge verily, that Church had never an orderly and warrantable Re- 
formation, till ir was happily begun and advanced by King James, 
when he took the Government in his own hands, and was like to come 
ro a great perfeRtion under the Government of our moſt gracious So- 
veraign King Charles. Although I deny not bur the ſeeds of truth 
were ſown by Hamilton, Wiſcheart, Mylne, and others, who before 
Knox his time did preach truth, caſt down the errors of Rome in the 
peoples hearts, were far from ſtirring upthe SubjeRs againſt lawfull 
Authority, and like the ancient Martyrs, did ſuffer patiently and ſeal 
the truth of the Goſpel with their blood. If Knox and his Complices 
had kept in this way, I am certain thar Church had been more happy ; 
nor had we ſeen ſuchrobbery and deformity in the Church, Sure I 


- am, great, many, and more then ordinary lins, in them, and us, and 


our forefathers, have brought us ro be plunged in theſe almolt in- 
extricable miſeries : Andrill we proportionably repent, we cannor 
look to ſee bgtter dayes, what is disjoynted in Stare ſer aright, and the 
beauty of God's Houſe reſtored ; Which God of his mercy grant ro 
us, for his only Son Jeſus.Chriſt. 

- By wharis ſaid, it appears ſufficiently, that this ſpirit»zl Soveraignty 
is far above the King's Crown, and what we underrook, to make their 
praftices prove thetr teners, is more then evident: only one thing reſts 
to be proved, that this Soverajgnty may authorize any and every pri- 
vate man to doto the nemoſt of their-power for the Reformation of 
Religion, to plunder, kill, &. 

Sir, I referr you ro Mr. Knox hiſtory of the Church of Scotland, 
pag. 143, 144, 145. where relating how Cardinal Beaton Archbiſhop 
of Saint Andrews, (aman whom I juitifie nor, neicrher commend much ) 
was killed by Norman Leſley, Fohn Leſley, Peter Charmichael, and James 
Melvil; in his own houſethe Caſtle of 'Saint Andrews, who were all 
only private Gentlemen ; amd if you will truſt Buchanan, the cauſe* 
was-a jarre betwixt Norman Leſley and the Cardinal; upon Knox's 
faich, the quarrel was, the killing of Mr. George Wiſcheart (a good 
man undoubtedly.) The Cardinal could have no mercy, although he 
cryed pitifully for it, ſaying, / am 4 Prieſ#, ye-will not' ſlay me; Knox 
I fay, relatingrhjs hiſtory, commends.the fa of James Melvil,killing 
him with graveand pious words in his mouth, as a godly fat. The. 
ſum of theory is, when chey entred the Cardinal's chamber with 
ſome ſixteen or ſeventeen more, John Leſley, and Peter Charmichael, 
fell violently and paſſionately on him, but James Melvil with gravity 
and; piety. withdrew them, and ſaid': * This work, 7" C4 
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© God (although it be ſecret) ought to be done with great gravity. And pre- 
* ſenting unto him the point of che Sword, ſaid, Repent thee of thy for- 
&« mer wicked life, but eſpecially of thy ſhedding of the blood of that notable 
&« inſtrument of God Mr. George Wiſeheart, which albeit the flams: of 
« fire conſumed before men, yet cries it a vengeance upon thee, and we from 
© God are ſent to revenge it. For, here before my God I proteſf, that neither 
& the hatred of thy perſon, the love of thy Riches, nor the fear of any 
&© trowble, tho 'comldeſt have den? to me in pirficular, moved, or moveth 
« 29 to ſtrike thee : but only becauſe thou haſt been and remaineſt an 
&« olftinate enemy againſt Chriſt Teſns and his holy Goſpel. And the-. 
meek man of Gol as he is there termed , ſtroke him ewice or 
thrice thorow with a ftog-ſword ; and he fell, I give all cis, 
that James Melvilt did this in revenge of Mr. George Wiſcheart being 
ſlain by the Cardinal; what Divinity will warrant chis fat ot 
_ Melvil'sto be a good and godly fatt (for fo it is noted inthe 
argent) to a private man to murther or kill thusa Prieſt, an Arca- 
biſhop of ſo high dignity 2 The reſult of all is, he did it gravely, in 
cold blood, told him ſo much, chat he was ſent from God, he 1ad no 
rivate end ; the motive ſtirred him up to this godly fa, was, thir he 
had been and remained at that rime an enemy to Jeſus Chriſt and his 
holy Goſpel ; he exhorred him to repentance;and for all his great (ins, 
as Knox writes the ſtory, he allowed him no more time, but fo mach 
as was ſpent in his Godly Harans : for immediately after, he was 
ewice thruſt thorow. Burt thoſe Seraphical Doors know, IVe/cit tar- 
da molimina Spiritus Sanftms ; and the ſpirit can work ſuddenly, Inter 
os & offam;1nter Pontem & Fontem,eſpecially where and when they are 
fent of God to do fuch grear good works. Bur this is prote/fatio contra 
faftum : Whatever Mr. M«lvil ſaid in his Proteſtation, Knux doth 
witneſs, that the Cardinal being murthered, they ſeized upon the Ar- 
tillery and Ammunition, wherenith that Fortreſſe was plentifully furniſhed, 
and likewiſe upon the rich hangings, houſhold-ſtuffe of all ſirts, Apparel, 
Copes, Jewels, ornaments of Churches, great ſtore of Gold and Silver-Plate, 
beſides no ſmall quantity of treaſure in ready Coyn. 

I could inſtance ſome practiſes about the time of the Parliamenr 
in Anno 1621, common!y called the Marqueſs of Hamilton's Parlia- 
ment; bue becauſe that will only refle& upon ſome particular perſons, 
I paſs it willingly and wittingly. 

Ir is moſt certain, when the pious and learned Doors of A'erdeen, 
did demand of the Partriarchs of this late Covenant, why they did 
not by Preaching, Printing, Cy or ſoine reall deed, exprefs 
9% 3 their 
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their deteſtation of that horrid fat done by the Rafcally-rout of 
Edenturgh the 23. of July, 1637. where, ar the firft reaeing of the 
Service there, a great many R:ſhops being in the Carbedral Church, 
the Serving-women roſe barbarouſly within the Church, did throw 
their Rools at the Biſhop of che place, and the. Dean, who was ofi- 
ciating ; did cry our mott horribly, that che Maior, Aldermen, and 
others within, could hardly compoſe it for along time ; and the 
worlt aad haſeſt of the People, who were withqut, did throw in 
oreat ſtones at the glaſs-windows, the dores being ſhut. After the 
ariting of the commotion, to prevent more tumule and danger, and 
when Service and Sermon were done, the Biſhops, Maior and Alder- 
men going home with the Lord Chancellor and ſome BB. attending 
his —_ the Biſhop, and Dean of Edenbargh, with others, were 
well nigh toned in the ftreets : when,I fay,it was demanded of theſe 
Apoſtles, why they did not condemn this unchriſtian barbarous out- 
rage, voyd of Piety and Reaſon, and without any example in the 
Chriſtian Church, the ſum of their anfwer was, and to this day is, / 
That ſuch a zealous people were to be lefr ro their own warrant, 
they. knew not by what Spirit they were governed, God workerh 
great works many times by baſeſt means : and yet thoſe Nobles,thoſe 
zealous, thoſe intelligent and knowing Chriſtians (whereof many of 
chem in Edenlurgh were known Coal-ttealers and Whores ) were the 
firlt ative Inſtruments in this glorious Reformation. I confels, this Di- 
vigity is ſo tranſcendent and Metaphylical, that it exceeds my capa- 
city, and is ſo fruitfull upon any occaſion to work all or the greateſt 
of miſchiefs, that I do nor fee how it can conliſt with peace or ſafety 
of King, Kingdom, Church, or of any entruſted with greateſt truſt 
in Church or State. Sir, I believe any rational man may ſee by this, 
how ſuperlatively this ſpiritual Signory is above King and Royal 
Soveraignty. I leave it to your own judgement and memory torecol-. 
le& it, and to bring home the conclulion, that this Governmene Ec- 
cleſiaſtical is inconliftent with Monarchy, with the Peace of a King- 
dom, and is, or may bein time, a Mother and Nurſe of as much Re- 
bellion and Treaſon, asany Jeſuitiſm of the higheſt dye,if not more. 
Certainly, Rowe, although a Whore, and hath a cup of abomination 
in her hand, is not ſo bad nor ſo abominable ; TI pray God to keep all 
good Chriſtians clean of both. 

Let us go on ; In Faith, Worſhip, and all ſpiritual things, they vin- 
dicate to themſelves ſuch a Soveraignty, that King, Comncil, Par- 
liament, nay all together, mulk not couch che Scepter of Chriſt; they 

are 
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are to determine, defoe, take cogniſance, accuſe, ſentence, punikſh ; 
neither King, nor King and Council, nor King and Parliament, all, 
muſt aſſume power here; for ocherwiſe, it is rointrude upon Chriſt 
and his Right. - 

This Soveraignty is of ſo high a ſtrain, fo large an extent, that When they |. 
when they have decreed any thing in this ſupream infallible Judica- demand the 
tory; that they may have the berrer obedience, ro demand the King Dayal: Gn 
and Parliaments approbation ; this is not demanded as a thing arbi- ;4.jir gecrees, 
trary, which the King and Parliament may do or not do; or leavinz jr is only ana& 
it to his Royal judgement with the advice of his Parliament, ro qua- of counche, 
lifie or reRifie their Decrees, and Orders; No, no truely ; that is 
to betray the cruſt Chriſt hath given them, they need nor ſupplicate 
or petition for it, ir is in them bur an a of courtelie ro ſhew duri- 
full obedience. And if the —_—_ Parliament will not grant it,they 
are armed with as much power from Heaven,as to force themto do ir, 
by Excommunication, and making all good Chriſtians joyn with them 
in God's Cauſe. 

Sir, I fear you think I ſpeak Liberally. God forbid I ſhould do it. 

I doubt nor bur you have read the Scartiſh Pope's Sermon Preached 

at Weſtminſter, and Printed by Order of the Houſe : ſince you have 

it, I will not ſpend time and Paper to cite his words, which giverh 

'to the King no more. Burt to make this appear, I give you ſome un- 
anfwerable reaſons. 1. Ir is certain in Scotland; Mr. Knox and his 
Complices ſer on their Reformation without the Queen, or Queen 
Regent's authority, or che authoriry of Parliament. For Anne 1558. 

they made their Confederacy ; gave out their Orders for Reformari- 

on throughout the whole Kingdom. Anno 1 559, they ated their Re- An inftance, , 
formation,by _— down Churches, Abbyes, &c.caſting out Prieſts, 40 1559. 
Fryers, &c. and all this by their own radical and original power. 
_——_— true and lawfull Soverzign did anthorize chem in 

nothi was then in France. The —_— Dowager, Queen Regent, 

King James the fifth's Widow, having rhe — by fiduciary 

rruſt, in regardof the abſence of the Queer her daughrer ; did no 
authorize ic, nay ſhe did by her authority oppoſe ir,concradit ir,came. 

id Aris againſt it. . The Parliament was not tilt che year 1560; (how 

holden for the preſem I cannot tell) bur in thar Parliament they ſer 

out a Confeſſion of Faith, reformed Religion: but when they ſent to | 

King and Queen beyond Seas (Queen Mary was then married to - 

Francis the ſecond in France) to confirm or ratifre the Atts thereof, 

they denyed. When igcelligence was giyett ro che Confetterares, they 


pro--- 


Another in- 
Kance, Anno 
1571. 
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profeſſed they, little regarded the denyal of cs Hay Queen ; for, 
ſay they,( Knox Hiſt. pag, 500.) Al we did was rather to ſhew our 4utifult 
obedience, then to Legge of them any ſtrength to our Religion. 

Another intlus kind you have ; In Anno 1571. King Jamesthen 
being King, and the Earl of arre being Regent, an Afſembly, was 
holdenat Leith, wherezby rhe Order of the Afembly, and Ordinance 
of the Regent and Council, ſome Commiſſioners were appointed from 
che Regeut and Council, and ſome from the general Aſſembly to 
condeſcend upon a platform of Diſcipline, which was agreed to on 
both lides. The platform is, thar the Government of the Church ſhall 
be by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Deans and Chaprers,&c. The order and 
courſe of all their Nomination, Eleion, &<c. is juſt conform tothat 
in England at this day, and as it was in Scotland before this new happy 
Reformation. This was enrolled in the Councel-Books of that King- 
dom, and ſtands there to this day : this I know certainly, and if I be 
nor veceived, and almoſt I dare fay it,except they have wronged their 
moſt famous, and their moſt ancient Councils, the platform is upon 
Record in the General Aſſembly-Books. 

Give me leave to tell you by the way one thing, that the Negative 
Faith, which is fine ruga, ſine macula, was framed, Anno 1580. and ir 
is believed, chat in that Negative Faith,Epiſcopacy is abjured, as An- 
tichriſtian ; yer Anno 1581, this ſame Government is renewed, ratified, 
avd ordained to continue conſtant, and nor to be changed till his Ma- 
jeſty come to perfe& age, and to be kept or changed then onlyin 
what he and his great Council, the Parliament, ſhall think fir, and not 
otherwiſe. Before this, the King,his Houſhold,and Council,had ſub- 
ſcribed the Negative Faith ; can any man, not void of judgement and 
diſcretion, think, that the King, his Houſhold and Council, in ſub- 
ſcribing it, did judge Epiſcopacy Popiſh and Antichriftian ? 

Next, it is worth your notice-taking, thar as I honour the'good' 
parts which were in Knox andhis fellow-labourers, I never accoun- 
red them as Apoſtles, men ſecured fromerror ; yet I will ſay ſo much 
for their juſtification, that-they were grearer Enemies to Sacriledge 
than their after-diſciples ; and were not againſt the Order of Epiſco- 
pacy, as Popiſh and Antichriſtian, as Mr. Andrew Melvil and bis diſ- 
_—_ afrerward maintained. Nor were they ſo fooliſh, ro ſeclude 
all Church-men from voyce in Parliament: only their delire was, that 
ſeeing the 'Popiſh Biſhops were allowed to enjoy their Benefices 
and Renes during their lite-rune, (this was more then our charicable- 
glorious Reformers allowed to their Proteſtant Biſhops.now) __ 

a 
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all other Priviledges except ſpiritual Juriſdition, that they ſhould 
not-ſir in Parliament as the repreſentative of the Church , but in their 
places ſhould fitrhe Smperintendents and Commiſſioners of the Church. 
Which indeed were ſomewhar like to Biſhops , but reſembled more 
Arch-Presbyrersthan Biſhops. - 


To: return again thither from whence we digreſſed ; After that They fee on 
s xs we told their Dilci- 


ne by them 


'this platform of diſcipline was ſo agreed and eſtabliſhed, - 
before, Mr. Andrew AMelvil comes to: Scotland about the year 1574 f.1, 
or 75. wltrc-citra. This many a good Hebrician and Linguiſt, and 
full of the Geneva Talmnd which was now more refined}, inneth 
to ſer Presbyterian diſcipline higher , ro make a ſecond book of Policy, 
or devout I[maginationsacknowledgerh no more Orders in the Church 
chen the Four above named. A Biſhop was no more in Scripture bur 
the ſame identically with Presbyter, And where Abbots and Pri- 
ors to his time were nominated and admitted to the Abbies and Pri- 
ories as Chnrchmen, gave their trialls and were collated ( as they 
ſpeak) by the ſaperincendents ; This great Do&or found out ano- 
ther Divinity, that there was no .Biſhop bur a Pariſh Prieſt ; Scrip- 
tures for Abbots and Priors there were none ſuch in God's boo 
At chis time, and,from that they call Reformation to this rime,there 
was no Biſhoprick nor Abbie annexed ro che Crownand conſequent- 
ly not impropriate to any SubjeR, Iris true, Laymen held chem 5» 
commendans by the King's gift, bur as men able to do the King and 
Church good ſervice ;- and beforetheir:right could be campleted 
or perfected , rhey were to terurnto the King from the Superin- 
rendent a collation or certificate, that he was of char ability ro dogaod 
ſervice tothe King and Church. Men facrilegiouſly difpoled graf- 
-ped preedily this dofrine, and thanked God: that their names as 
Ai bots and Priors were not in the bock of God. And to have theſe Church-» 
livings and dignities with Bifſhopricks annexed to the Crown, ang 
from thence to impropriate them to them and their heirs, they de:- 
fied Mr. Mclvil,. and contributed their beſt wits and utrermoſt powr 
er to raiſe Presbyterial government higher, And by che ſole. autho- 
"rity of that they call the Charch , they begar,withour the King, Cour 
cell or Parliament's conſent or authority, ro diſtribute rae —_ 
'Kingdome into ſo mariy Presbyteries, as they thought fir in cheir dt- 
ſcretion and bythe dire&ion of the holy Spirit: and. did procure 
private ſubſcriptions to their new Book. of Policie , and pur; ir 1 
-prattice- Sir, = 6pHem are the more apt..to- believe. this, hanale. 
* you know: iy Englandithe dſciplinenidvin London-meetings ) por 
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All muſt 
gixeQ 


you will find thefe men have ſung a note a 
. and practiſed more'then all rhat went before them. Hanc movere no- 


Preach as they 
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and eſtabliſhed their orders, in ſecretknd not-warrantable Conven- 
ticles, and: much about the. ſame time ; and great correſpondence 
was entertained betwixt the Scots and the Engliſh at that time. How 
that book of Diſcipline was pratiſed without any authority, in 
Surrey and Northampton-ſkire, and other places, you know well e- 


. nough,- - : 


Now't pray'you, When,withoue Authoriry , by their own inhe- 
rent radical Right, cthey make Orders, reform, eſtabliſha Diſcipline, 
Do theſe men imagine, that the concurrence of Chriſtian authoriey- 
Soveraigne is abſolutely neceſſary ? or thar their demand- is any thing 
elfe but an a& of courteſie, when by themſelves and aſfiſtants they 
may eſtabliſh and practiſe ic? 

- This ſecond Book of Policie, Maſter Melvils reformation, is the 
Epecha of our ſecond Reformation. The fruirs of which I will tell you 
were, the Annexation of all Biſhoprieks, Abbeys, Priories &c. to 
the Crown, which was effeftuared anno 1587. 

* Tfyou will cat your eyes upon the third glorious reformation, that 


_ - makes the Popes knees ſhake like Belſhazzars, when he did fee the 


hand-writing on the wall, (thatis,if we will ſpeak truly, this defor- 
mation which isthe difgrace of reformed Catholike Religion , and 
which threatneth Church and Rel gion King and Kingdom with ruin) 

ove Elz, have ordered 


lo Camavinaiy. 1 hopega better wit and more 'elegant and eloquent 
Pen,' ſhall ſometime Anatomiſe this Monſter, and fo lay it open to 
the view of the world, that it ſhall appear to be no true brood of the 
Reformed C:rholike Proceſtanet Religion. 

«* 2, Secondly; another argumene to. prove that this Superlative So- 
veraignty in /piritalibas, barh-all irs moſt natural Subjetts at its de- 
votion and obedience, isthis, that what they command to be Preach- 
ed, muſt ſound alike in all their Synagogues. And whoſoever he be 
that is the Miniſter of the King's family, be muſt Preach the ſame. 
"There is no coequal, corrival, or co-ordinate power that can do ſo 


much'as intercedere make the leaft ſort of croſſing, oppoling,or inter= 
poſing; Is it not known thar'the Kings Miniſter in Scotland, at the di- 


refion of this Conclave, when his Councell have been to meet fre- 


-quenitly for Treaty with Ambaſſadors from forraign Kings, upon 


the Lord's day or Week-daies Sermon before the no W 
Oun- 


 wajyoins, in great freedins of the Spirit, hath cold him. all the 


{ell of God from Heaven, with a denunciation of Judgnens if be 
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ſwerve from ic. And-if the King had gone to the Church of Edew- 
targh, a Beardlefle boy had told him more found wiſdome from 
Heaven, how to article and conclude in matters -of Higheſt con- 
cernment berwixt him and Spain , or him and France , thanall the 
wiſeſt Councellors and greateſt Nobles in the Land : and this, for- 
ſooth, muſt be the King and Councell's rule. 

3. Thirdly, doe they nor challenge ro themſelves the ſole power They sppoine 
to appoynt-publike falts, co give-thereaſons of it, which ordinarily publike Feaſts; 
are, thar Gods judgments are incumbent - and imminent upon 
Churchand Kingdom, for the ſinnes of the Governour and Govers 
nours, and that the Government isamiſfle. And the conſequent or 
effet of theſe faſts is, too. roo frequently -and ordinarily, ſome 
Commotion, Sedition, Rebellion z or, at leatt , ſome change-of 
Court, Councel,or Seſſion. | 

I cannot here paſſe by a ſtorie as true as ſtrange. While King A grange af: 
James was in Scotland, ewo French Anibaſladors had remained ſome front offerad t 
months there with Him : being ready co depart and rake their leaye Kiog Famer, 
of the .King, the King for His ownand the French Kings greater 
Honour ; ſent on a Satturday forthe Maior and Aldermen of E- 
denturgh , commanding them the very next Monday to Feaſt the 
French Ambaſladors. The Miniſters of Edeniurgh to affront the 
King, andthe King of France too, on Sunday intervening indict. a 
ſolemne faſt to be Fept ro morrow on. Monday, the day - appointed 
-the Saturday before by. His Majelty for che entertainment of:the 
Ambaſladors. The Magiſtrates .of Edeniwrgh 'proudly conremne 
the command of che ſupream ſpiritual powers , andy out of carnall 
affeftion, feaſt the King and the French Ambaſladots Royallyand 
Nobly on Monday ; When the Miniiters and che good: Chriſtians af 
Edentargb fait, the King, the Ambaſſadors, and Magiſtrates of de 
burgh fealt , 9 farinus hertendum | Bur to avert Gods judgment” from 
the Land, the Maior and Aldermen werecired and convent&{(here 
was ſome favour that the King and Ambaſladors were not ; but; I 
will tell you,it was partialiry and corruption , for ſomie- of the -Mi- 
inifters were che.Kings Penſioners, and this kept the King free)tobe 
<enfured for their lygh'Scandall in'contemaing fo-folemn | Faſt; 

-There was much work: but che Kins who was the” 6hief and als 
moſt ſolerranſgreflor, with interpoſed delayes, and much follicita- 
re To prudence, | took off the edge of their zeal , andthe purſuic 
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p Co-ordinate or Coequall power, farte [eſſe 4-ſaperior;is cleer it this; 
None Prezch- That if any Preachet be Charged before King or Gouncell for any 
rar offence to be puniſhed, if chey in any caſe can cloath ic wirh a ſpiri- 
_ bee by 7 tual reſpeRzor circumſtantiate it ſs , that it may be qualified for the 
them, Spicicual High Sanhed:im, the party cited and convented, may and 
| ought to appeal to the General Aſſembly, as to the Fmdge competent Mr, 
' Andrew Melvil; if I be not deceived, was the firlt Spiritual Councel. 
. lor of Law, that caught rhis way. Ir is certam that what they Preach 
in Palpic is not cen{utable by King, Parliament, not Councell, or a- 
ny Judge or Judicatory elſe, There berwo-reaſons for it:one is, that 
Spiritus Prophetarum ſubjetti prophetis, the \piric of the Prophers are 
ſabjeR co the P:ophecs only, 1 Coy. 14; the t*other is, whilſt men 
are chere-inthac infallible pulpir, they are ruled by ſome ſuperior 
ood ſpiritzand they date not —_ or condemne them, lelt they 
ould offend and finne againſt the Spirit : and ſo alrhough a man 
Preach downright-Treafon, if it be in this place he is priviledged, Ic 
- is known,and, I hope, yer remembredzchac afrer K ing fames Of ble(- 
fed memoty anno 1584. made many good Lawes to. curb the Inſo. 
lancy of ' Minifters ; did by Scrature and AR of Parliament declare His 
Supremacy over Ecclehiaſtical Perſons and cauſes ; condernn all Ju» 
dicatories in uſe which were not by his own authoricy eſtabliſhed ; 
(He meaned the Presbycerial); That the Miniſters then did impor- 
rnne the King to repeal them : and when that would not doe, did 
they. not fallat laſt into open railing againſt him-in pulpit,. as an exs- 
my to Chrift and bis Kingdome* They diſperſed through the Kinz- 
dome infamous libels againſt his Perſon and Royal Honour : they 
branded him as an Apoſiate from the truth, and reviled him as an of- 
ſpring of the cruel and bloody houſe of Gui/e. T his forced the King to 
put out a Declaration a»xo 1585.in print yer extantzto-vincicate nim- 
ſelf and his Honour from that unchriflian and more then diſloyal ca- 
lumnies. At or about the very ſame time ſome fugitive Mivilters our 
of Scotland, pretending they were perſecutors, did in the Palpits-of 
Landon With their fowle mouths, raile againft His Majeſty, the wiſeft 
and leardneſt of Kings : ſo chat the Scortiſh Ambaſlador was forced 
ro complain to Queen Elizabeth of it; Her Majeſty gave preſent or- 
der-to the Lord Biſhop of Lode thenzro filence all the Scottiſh Prea- 

ehers there. 

 Nowtchac this Sanhedrim is only competent Judge: in Spiritaalibas 
and.chat oneconyented before King and Conncell, may decline = 


- 


- 
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aud the Conncel's-authority, although he hath preached , Freaſonzap 
peareth clearly. ; >; ; 

x. Firſt , if this had not been an ordinary "praftice before this 
time what neederh the making of that AR of Parliament, 4x»- 
no 1584. declating ir Treaſon, in all times ro come, to decline the 
Power and Juriſdi&tion of the King and His Councel ? 2. Secoffdly, 
has not Janes Gibfon Miniſter at Pencaitland witnefled for or againtt 
himſelf rather, in this caſe in Print > who publiquely in bis Preach- 
ings compared His Majeſty unto Jeroboams, told him He ſhould be 
the laſt of His Race, reproached him as a Perſecutor ; and much more 
of this zealous ſtuffe. Who being convented before the King and 
Councel , and accuſed of thoſe pious crimes, he with that boldneſs 
becometh His Order, juſtified all, ſaying ro his Majeſty , Ar long as 
you maintain theſe curſed Atts of 1 584. the tyranny of Biſhops, you are a 
Perſecutor. And adds, that as Jeroboam for the leading of the people of 
Iſrael from the Laws of the honſe of Judah, and from the true worſhip of 
God, was rooted ont, he and all his poſterity : ſo ſhould the King (if He con- 
tinued in that wicked courſe, maintaining thoſe wick;d att againſt God ) be 
rooted out and conclude the race. Much more to the like purpoſe was 
ſaid, and, if any look upon the Privy-Councel Books of the Kingdom 
of Scotland, he will find this a truth. He was convented 27. Decemb. 
anno 1585. This man was an Oracle conſulted, and gave his anſwer in 
Coppinger, Arthington, and Hacket s extraordinary motion, which tory 
you know better then I. 

Mr. Black,, Miniſter of St.- Andrew's, was convented too before the 
King and Councel about the ſame time, who appealed from King and 
Councel to-the Presbytery or General Aſſembly ; this laſt had ſpoken a- 
gainſt both King and __ There was a great-buſineſs for the two 
mens ap their Brethren ſided ſo much wich them char che King 
had too to do. Ar laſt out of more then warrantable indulgence 
His,Majeſty was content to inliſt no farther againſt chem before His 
Councel, but to remit their cenſure ro the General Aſſembly it ſelf : 
before which it was cleerly proved, .that- in Pulpir they had ſpoken 
Reproachful and Treaſonable ſpeeches; yet could the King .by no 
power. or entreaty obtain of them to inflit any. puniſhmene -upon 
_ becauſe, ſaid they, They knew not with what Spirit they were over- 
ruled. 

I will ſhut up this pointwith one- inſtance, more than ſufficient to 
make the truch of whart I ſay to appear. Before King Jaws came-ro 
the Crown of England, # was —_ in Scotland to have-a General 
F 3 | Aſſemsly 
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| nceayeer,undofrner prove math, any-great-Exijgent, 
The laſt which was kept during His Majelties abode there ans 
763. in'the cloſe 'of which the nexcenſuing was appointed to-be ac 
Aberdeine, An. T7603. Inthe interim rheKinglucceeding to Q, Eliza-' 
berh, and being in England, He was fo mach raken up with the affairs 
of eſis Kingdom,'that He was-neceſlirated ro lay alide thoſe concerned. 
Scotland ; and for this reaſon His Majeſty choughr ic fie to adjourn che 
Aſﬀenibly (unto which he had a ſpecial eye, knowing their zurbulene 
diſpoſition, and experienced in it whileft he was preſent amongſt 
them) ro the'next Summer in-A0 1604. When the cime appointed 
was come, 'His Majeſties more weighty affairs not ſuffering 'Him to 
think upontlie Aſenvblies buſineſs, He gave order to Prorogare it to 
another and longer-day; which was accordingly done by -publike 
Proclamation, authorized by His Honourable Privy-Council of that 
On Notwirhſtanding all which ; ſome Thirreen or Fourteen 
Godly zealous Brethren muſt needs meer art Aberdeene at the day ap- 
poinred for the Aſſembly; They eſtabliſhed and formalized the Ju- 
dicatory, 'by conſtituting a Moderator, a'Clerk, and other- eſſential 
Members of che Court, The Lords of -Council underſtanding this 
contempr, ſent a Gentleman of good qualliry and place , with an He- 
raldat Arrhs, to diſcharge and diflolve the Holy-meering. The Com- 
miſfioner and-Herald were entertained with as much reſpe&,as before 
they had givenreverence to the Proclamation iflued our by the Sove- 
raignauthority of the King with the advice of His Honourable Privy - 
Council. The Holy Fathers in the great $anhedrim proteſted and 
profefled , that in Conſcience and Duty to Almighty God , they 
were boundto'preſerve the Churches right, and could nor , would 
not, -give way to that power the 'Kin ny rc uſarped , which 
properly and natively belonged ro the Church virtual, Aſſcm'ly. 
They kepr-and continued the Aſſembly ſome dayes, anOfinding that 
no more of -rhe holy Brotherhood came 'ro/joyn-with them, they 
diffolyed, and to —_—_— the holy right of the Church appointed the 
time and-place of meeting for thenexr Aſſembly. The King hearing 
this;gave orderto HisPrivy-Cotncel- ro cite and convent them , .be- 
fore thein,and ro puniſh this'High comempr. The more z-alows Chans- 
- pions of the Lord of Hoſts appeared, and with an 'undaunted coura 
gave in tothe Lords of Council a Proteſtation , 4 .D:clinator from the 
Kings Council, -and- appealed to-rhe next General Array, 'as the 
ſoleand competencjudgein thiscaſe and caaſe. The King's Acturney 
or Advocate , by order from'the *Council-Table , was ordainell 
ro 
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um ood yer yt before the Lord Juſtioe-Gengral, and that- 
upgn the of Parliament mearioned before Anno: I 534. 

Order,the one belf confeled their fauls, and eabily. made rdeir-. 
Peace, and obtained pardon, The Zealots were convicted' of Erea- 
ſon, ad Terroxem.& Evempluns, more thea for any other endor re- 
ſped : and only baniſhed che Kingdors. Of whom the moſt part there- 
after upon their confeſſion and ſubmillion were pardoned,came home, 
lived and enjoyed their own, or at leak as good, if nos better, Beae-. 
fices. Sir, are theſe things conlifteat with Monarchy, or the obedi- 
ence is due to Soveraignty and its Higheſt Courts ? 

Soabſolute and uncontrollable is this High Celeſtial Court , that The goye: 
it commandeth, Conſcience and Soul, difpoſeth of Body, and Eftare raigary Eccle 
inthe point of Rogen » that if you conform nor in all, neither Soul, firftical, ry, 
nor Body , nor Ettate, can be in Peace; nay no toleration can be —_— 
allowed where this foveraignty domineereth. And to. make this w—— 
power of the larger extent, it is certain, their faith and things any EQue. 
neceflary to Salvation are of greater latitude then rhar of the Council 
of Trent. 

. Ifany doth not, after a littletime granted for information , .con- 
form and ſubſcribe to their Confeſſion of Faith, ( which is more in 
Negatives and Deſtructives, then Aſtrmarives and Politives ) their 
rule of Government, their manner of Worſhip, and what elſe intheir 
opinion is hneceflary to Salvation, (and in this I amſure they are more 
rigorous then ever God or Catholick Church was, for if you difſent 
but from them in eerie Tenet, it is Herelie) you are forth- 
with excommunicated, and given over to the Devil: after which, upon 
the remonſtrance of 3 Commiſſioner from the Presbytery to the Civil 
Judge, there isa Warrant from Supream Authority given out to 
command you to Conform ( this is different from the Writ De ex- 
communicato capiendo ) or then within few days to be put ro che horn 
(that is out-lawed). Upon diſobedience the render Conſcience nor 
conforming, the out-lawed's eſtate moyeab'e ( Chartels we call ir ) 
become proper ro the King. God knoweth , lictle of this benefit 
commeth to the King's Theſaurer : but, a Donator to the Eſcheitquhich 
ordinarily is the Convicted's mortal Enemy, for a little compoſition 
hath the right made over, and bath che benefic of the Eſcheic. If,wich- 
in a year and day be give not obedience and conformity ; his whole 
Revenues and Rents of immoveable goods are forfeir to the K; 
duging his life time. Some Enemy of His, or Favourite of the The- 
faurers ,: obtainerh the King's Right, and the King ay 


—_ — 


—_ _  thingof it, Here you have him ftripeof all his Eſtate moveable , im- 
moveable. Yer here is'not an end : burſtil{ upon Remodnftrance of the 
Presbyteries Church's Commiſſioner, another Writ goeth out ,- which 
they call Letters of Caprtion,(thar is, if I miſtake nor, the Tant'amoune 
of the Writ De Excommunicato capiendo) which is dire&ed: to all She- 

. riffs, Stuards, Provoſts, Bailies, &c. to ſeize and ſecure his Per- 
ſon whereſoever ic may be apprehended, and to commir him to cloſe 
Priſon as a Rebel. If beskulk and hide himſelf, then upon the ſame 
Remonſtrance goeth out a Writ,which there they call Letters of In- 
tercommuning ( I know nothing inthe Law like this) che intent is, that 
none of the ings Subjets commune or conferre with him coram or 
perſonally , or by Letrer or interpoſed Perſon keep intelligence or 
correſpondence wirh him ; otherwiſe rhe intercommuner is to be 
judged and reputed to bea Rebel of the ſame guiltineſs. You will be 
pleaſed toremeniber this, when the Church requireth all theſe of the 
civil Magiſtrate (ſo they are pleaſed to term Soveraignty) he is bound 
to _ em. Now, Sir, I pray you conlider, if this is not ;in many 
reſpeRs worſe then the Inquiſition, when an Opinion in a Theologi- 
cal Tener different from the aſſured Faich of thoſe Gamaliels may 
bring a man unto all thoſe- troubles. Only to make awends forthis, 
remember, this authorirative way preſerveth a Church from Hzrelie, 
Error,Superſtition and Schiſm. 
jis Courtis _ There is another praQtice of the power of chis Court, that for the 
Ig of Trea- glory of God, the honour of King, the good and preſeryartion 'of 
| in relation Oh1Fch and Religion, ir may aſſume to ir ſelf ro be Judg of what is 
Religion, , , 
i& of .fit ang Treaſon,what is not : who are fir Councellors for a King, who not, 
xxthy Coun- PraQtice is the moſt ſure infallible and clear proof and demonſtra- 
ors for a tion of power. I will give you one inthe caſe of Treaſon , that none 
ing. dare to ſay it isa Lye, and which can be'made good by rhe authentrick 
; and publiqueRecords of Parliament and Councel of Scotland ; and 
their-own Noble a&ts of general Aſſembly. 

When = ames, about the age of Joſsas, (when in holy Writ it 
is recorded of him rhat he began to ſeek the Lord with all his heart) 
had taken the Government of the Kingdom in his own hand ; and did 
Reign and Rule with ſuch Prudence incomparable, admirable', thar 
none -could juſtly except againſt Him or His Government : yer ſuch 
was the reſtleſs ambition of: ſome, who could not with patience en- 
dure the truſt of others, eſpecially of that Noble worthy Eſme Duke 
of Lenox, His Majeſties neareſt Kinſman and higheſt Favourice, and 
that juſtly . for. His' moſt eminent Noble Endowments : —_ 
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diſcontented Gentlemen layed down a reſolution to get the may, | wa 
their hands and power, and to thruſt out char Noble Prince. They 
watched an opportunity, when the King came to his ſport of hunring 
near to Saint-Johnſtowne with an no attendance {he Noble Peer 
ſtaying wich others at Edenbwrgh, for the King and Kingdoms ber- 
ter ſervice ) ſurprized him fearing noill , ſeized his Perſon, car- 
ryed him along to the Caſtle of Rzthen, kept him ſo that none could 
have acceſs OS , till he was forced to command the Duke of Len- 
nox to depart the Kingdom (which our of zeal and love to the King he 
did, in Winter embarking at Dwntritton, came to France and dyed 
ſhorcly after) and to change all his ſervants they diſliked, and co ſur- 
round him with themſelves and their own. They kepe their King in 
captivity the ſpace of nine months, ſuffering none to come at him, 
bur ſuch as they pleaſed. The wiſe King pur a good face upon a fowl 
buſineſs, ſeemed to like well of them and their courſes. Neverthe- 
leſs the beſt and moſt knowing of Subjefts grumbled exceedingly to 
ſee their Prince ſo abuſed. The Confpirators underſtanding it, did 
adyiſe upon the belt courſe to ſarisfie the people, and ro bring them 
ro approvetheir way. They —_— with the chief Rulers of che 
Synagogue, and prevailed. Ar the next general Aſſembly, they 
ivein a * was nets ro them then ſitting in Edenbargh, declaring 
the Extraordinary reaſons that moved them to ſecure His Majeſties Per- 
ſon in the Caltle of Ruther : their zeal to the Reformed Religion, 
which was in imminent and apparent danger by the praQtices of the 
Duke , who wasfent from France to Scotland of purpoſe to corrupt 
the young Kins : their care toſecure the King's Royal Perſon, whom 
the Duke intended to conveigh privately to France : their delire to 
free the Subjets from the bloody tyranny and oppreſſion both of 
cheir livesand goods by the malitious diſpoſition, and inſatiable a- 
varice of thoſe who were about him and over-ruled him; and a great 
many more ſpecious pretences, ( which are nor much different from 
theſe of this time ;) upon this Narrative the humble Petition to this. 
Superlarive Soveraignty was, that che holy Brother-hood would be 
leaſed to givean approbation to this their Heroick and Chriſtian 
at, and wharſoever was their judgement they would obey ir ; with 
this Proviſo, thatit ſhould be made known to all good Chriſtians 
within the Realm. The Demand was pious and juſt, the holy Aſſem-- 
bly, ſecured fromerring and error, and not encroaching upon any 
thing meerly civil, but in a caſe of ſo high concernment in ordine 
ad ſpiritnalia, as competent Judges, do take the caſe into their con- 
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ſideration, and, after mature deliberation, being 


aſifted with a fan- 
ſied infallible dire&ion,give out their verdi&, authorize and approve 
all in ſubKance or circumſtance ta be holily andjuſtly with much zeal 
and diſcretion done. In all this they exceeded not their youre and 


that becauſe, Whar was done, was for the advancement of God's glory, 
the honanr and perſonal ſafety of rhe King, and publique good of che 
Kingdom : That all good People might relt content and be fully faris- 
fied, it was further ordained, That all Miniſters ſhall upon their re- 
rurn to their Pariſhes,'ntimate ſo mucl1 to all their flocks ; and wirhal 
exhort all People toefteem the attors as good Chriſtians and Parri- 
ots,that for the cauſes above-mentioned were neceſſitated to take this 
courſe, to preſerve Religon, to re&tifie the Errors of Court, which 
were broughrand wrought to that height char both Religion and Po- 
licy were in the greareft imaginable danger. The Ordinance was ac- 
cordingly performed, to no ſmall grief of honeſt Subjects and Chri- 
_ Sir, if there were no more inſtances, What do you think of 
this ? 

Tr is worth your notice-taking, that this Noble Duke dying in 
France, who, before His coming to Scotland, had been bred in Po- 

ry,became a Proteſtant when He came thither, and was Kins James 

ts Convert. While he was a dying, Romiſh Prieſts were moit ear- 
neſt for accels to reconcile him to = Church ; bur he, adhering co 
truth, and proteſting withall his Promiſe co his Coulia King James, 
would admir none, and dyed inthe Communion of the Proteltant re- 
formed Church, | 

Fhis high Court, the general Aſſembly , in ordine ad ſpiritmalia 
challengeth and praQtiſeth a Soveraign power above all civil Laws 
and Statutes and Afts of Parhament. And that with that power, thar 
of it ſelf it may repeal and condemn ſtanding Laws, and Ats of Parli- 
ament, which are in praftice, and obferved within the Kingdom. 

To give ou a-recent example and inſtance. of this ; Since this 
Aſſembly of late in this diftemper hath recovered it's place and pow- 
er, the general Aſſemblies of Glaſcom and Edenburgh have damned 
Biſhops as Antichriſtian and againſt their Reformation. I wave 
this. More, they have ſecluded Biſhops or any Church-man 
from, having. any voyce in Parliament, Conyencions, or Councel. 
Thus by their own. moſt proper Eccleſiaſtical. authority they have 
made void many Ads of Parliament there , which before were in 
force and pradtice. . As that in Anno 1 5.84. declaring it Treaſon to call 
in queſtion the power and authority of gny of the three Eftates, ( that is 


iſhops, 
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Biſkops, Lords, and Commons) or «xy one of theme. This at was made 
ro preſerve the priviledges of the Ecclelialtical eilate inviola- 
ble. This is evidentby rhe King's Declaration put forth ghe year fol- 
lowing 1585. Again, they have made void arother AQ of Parliamene 
in Azno 1597. Ordaining, Miniſters that howld be pruvided by His Majeſty 
to Prelacies, to have Vote in Parliament ; as Leing the third Eſtate. Ano- 
ther in Ano 1606. 

The ſame Afiemblies, did declare the As of the Aſſemblies of 

Glaſgow, Perth, &c. mull, void, and unlawtil : which notwithſtand- 
ing were enacted as Municipal Laws, obedience commanded,and pra- 
Riſedin the greateſt part of the Kingdom. How much King James 
his happy memory is blaſted , by chele ſaupercil-ous new Orders of 
thoſe Aſſemblies, my Pen bluſberh ro expreſs, 

The ſame Afemblies have condemned the High-Commiſſion 
Court, declared by Act of Parliament. And this is done upon this 
ground (which proveth their Soveraignty in ſpiritualibus)becauſe it was 
not conſented-ro by the Church : Thar is, the vertual Church , the 
General Aſſembly. 

When TI ccniider theſe things, I cannot ſufficiently wonder how 
the High-Courr of Parliament of Englend,hath ſwallowed and ſworn 
their Covenant , which in it's rig: ſenſe doth eſtabliſh a Court a- 
bove King and Parliament. Judg you, Sir, if this Oath be in Judicis, 
veritate, & juſtitia. 

If King and Parliament be ſubordinate to this Court in ſpiritwalilzes, All Judicut 
or in temporalil us in ordine ad Eccleſiaſtica, all the reaſoninthe World ies ate ſub- 
will plead, that it is moſt juſt, that all Judicatories whatſoever, even — 
the Supreameſt from whom lyeth no appeal, ſabmir and ſubje& chem- grim, * 
ſelves to it. | s 

The holy Fathers of this Court have ſhowen their Righe in this 
point too. To confirm this, fearing I have wearyed you, I will bring 
bur one inſtance, and ſpare totrouble you with more. 

This Story can be made good by Records, which I am torell you. 

- And firft, give me leave to inform you, That the Zords of Seſſion (who 
- by AR of Parliament are ſo) are in all Civil cauſes che Supream Ju- 
dicatory of the Kingdom under the King. No Judgment paſled there 
canbe reQified or reduced by any Judicatory , under the King and 
Par'iiament, bur by themſelves, which is ohly by {»/pen/ion of Execu- 
tion, of that is judged and decreed, or by ation of Reduition : This is 
©"norhing but Provocatio 4 Philippo male edotto, ad Philippuns reftias edo- 
tum. This thus premiſed, I come at | = 
2 r. 
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Mr. John Graham , one' of the Judges of that aſſociate Body, had 
commenced an ordinary and proper ſuit before the Lords of Seſſion, 
obtained Decree and Judgement according to his Libel. Afeer . which, 
a rumour was' noyſed abroad , that the Writs and Evidencess, upon 
which his ſuir and che judgment upon ir were founded , were forged 
and fatſe. The General Aflembly rook notice of this injuſt Decree;as 
they ro whom the inſpeRion of Religion and Juſtice belongeth, and 
who were bound not to ſuffer ſuch an unjuſt judgement to take place 
and be'executed. They ſend for Mr. John Graham, commanding him 
by their authority to paſs from his Decree, to make no uſe of it againft 
the Party againſt whom ir was obtained, and thar becauſe ir was 
purchaſed upon falfe —_— and it gave occaſion of great ſcendal, 
that he being a Judge ſhould make uſe of ſuch writs. His anſwer was, 
If any would challenge his Decree or Judgment upon any juſt ground, 
he might have his recourſe to-the ordinary Judge, and rake ir away by 
way of reduftion ; but ſo long as it was not reduced, it concerned him 
to rake the benefir of ir. Then ſeeing that they could nor prevail by 
Admonition, they threatned him with Excommunication, if he did 
not what they enjoyned. He appeals from them to the Lirds of 
Seſſion , as the only Cempetent Judgesin ſuch caſes: notwithſtanding 
they reſolye ro proceed againſt him. The Lords of Seſſion finding 
themſelves intereſſed,and the Aſſembly uſurping upon them and their 
power, in this proceeding againſt one of their own number, who had 
appealed to them in a civil cauſe already judged by them ; dire&ed 
ſome of their number to the Aſſembly, and delired them nor. to 
meddle any more: in that bulineſs, as being meerly civil, and no 
wayes belonging to their. juriſdiftion. This. produced no other effeRt, 
hut incenſed the holy Fathers to rail againſt the Judges as wicked and 
corrupt men, who lided one with another wherner it were right or 
wrong. , The bulinefsat laſt came ro this heighe , that -the Lords of 
Seflion ( who would not ſuffer them to encroach upon their Priyi- 
ledges) by vertue of that Delegate-power and authority they were 
inveſted with from the King, threarned to out-law them, and to pro- 
claim them Rebels to the King, if they proceeded any further , and 
would not admit of the appeal.. The Aſſembly finding themſelves 
too weak and not able to make their part good by power ( in which 
caſe only they will be Martyrs ) fell trom che purſuir, and all was 
ntered. | 
L Sir, Ipray you to conſider, In what: condition are they thar live 
ander ſuch a Government that is boundleſs and univerſal ; will 
give 
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gire Lawes to King, Councell - and Parliament ; Repeal cheirs- at 
leaſures ; reduce and make yoyd Decrees and Judgment of Higheſt 
Fadicatocier, dec. What Peace or Tranquillicy can there be ip ſuch a 
State or Kingdom?Give me leave totell you a true ſiory, It is knowd 
and lamented by all good men this day, bow King Jawes His Soul 
was yexed with them) - ubat many times they have made Him fall out 
in teares, A Noble manza molt wiſe man, then Chancellor , ſeeing 
the King extrexmly troubled at the miſcarriage of. the Miniſterie, 
ſaid to Him : Sir, no man is to be blamed, that you are ſo much- 
troubled wich the Miniſters , 8s your ſelf;. for when they do any 
thing amiſſe, you never ceaſe till by Your Royal prudepce and au- 
cthoriry you ſet ic aright again : butzwould you leave chem to-them- 
ſelyes, che very body of the People would riſe up againlt them, and 
Rone them our of the Kipgdome. His Majeſty returned a molt pi. 
ous anſwer, worthy to be written ity letrers of Gold in Marble, that 
all Kings may leatnit: My Lord, ſaith H:, your advice is ſhrewd 
licy » bur your Counſell is not good piety ..lfThadno-more to-do 
ut to ſerye my (elf of themfora politick end'y, your advice is good, 
and I know it would proveſo. Bur God hath appointed me a Nurſe 
or Father of his Church, it is my charge from my Lord and Maſter 
to preſerye his Church, and not to ruipate/ic. Which .if 1 do, God 
will ruinace me and my poſterity... | o/3 91981 
King Fames,in the Conference at Hampton Cort hath welt obfer- 
ved; chat this Eccleſiaſtical Government prepateth way, and uſhe- 
reth in a Democratical government. And hetelleth alſo, that in His 
Mother Queen Maries abſence, and in his own Minority and non-age, 
it was much-thought upon 'and intended. Their Maxims of Divinicy 
lead coir; for they ſay, Reſpablicaef,in Eccles: The Church and 
her policy are the Houſe, the Civill Government is but the Hang- 
ings, which neceſſatily for decency and good order muft be made con- 
formable to the Houſe, Monarchy is enmity againſt the Chutch, Ca- 
therWwod in his book eptitled Altare Dema/cenwmygives you it in down 
right termes, Natara infitum off omnibus Regibus 5n Chriſtum odium; 
and, in his Preface or. Epiſtle- (I have not the book. by me): he calls 
K. James, Infenſiſimum & infeſt;ſipum purioris Religionss hſtem, And 
_ that they may now exerciſe all cheir power, and bring the Kingdom 
to a popular Srate, which was not ſo feiſable before ic is more then | 
probable, and much co be feared, and with-grear prudence to be pre- 
vented: becauſe the General Aſſembly hach-ip ic now -che- prime 
Noble men of the Kingdom, Dube, Marqueſles , Earles , -Lords: 
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the:moſt itiqoand knowing Knigins bf Conct icy;and Eſquires, the 
wiſe{t Cicizens and Coro rion and chis in mn te Rev 
ling-Eldeps , who diſcontenred are able here to make a Faction, call 
wes Seſlion, Councell, or whom they pleaſe before ther, becauſe 
heir ſupream,' muverſal and - mdependent arifdition. And this 
Judicucoris-cannoreme ip its- decerminations, for ir is Undoubredly 
ſecacedftom error, andafifted with infallibilicy, AN Sh! 
"This divine policy hath another ſacred trick to preſerve its Sove- 
raignty andto conrinte it, which is this, The General:Aſſembly or« 
dinarily meers bur once a yeer, yer at the end and cloſe of eyery Ge- 
neral Aſlembly, there's a choice made of ſome Commiſſioners, (a 
Committee) who ate ro reſide; or ar leaftgpon any neceſſary occali- 
on to beat Bdarbergh, Theſe, arethe virtual Afderbly 5 and their 
power continneth till the nexe General Afembly, They arey'in che 
firſt place, tointimate co the King the defire and demands of the 
Aſſembly, and toſee al dur civil Sanition and confirmation given to 
i the His Councell, His Parliament can change nothing of 
eneic ſacred decrees withour their conſent,” What eyer new occur- 
rence is in Church or State pro re nata » theſe Commiſhoners are 
to gryeorder and ro ſee, we quid detriments Eccleſia capiat. It is 
erue,their orders bind oply in the interim berwixt the two Afﬀſem- 
blies, and the next __ Generall Aſſembly may derogare , abro- 
are; obrogare'&c. Vet giverms leaveto rel you truths theſe. great 
elegates with their power have ſo much influence upon. the next 
General Aſſembly, rhat their neoGAtouers precognitions and prede- 
rerminations; are formally and Legally enacted, Noris this to be 
wondered ar: for the Achitophels and Foabs of Church ahd Kingdom, 
the beſt head. pecoex' of greacett depth, Preaching and Ruling El- 


gers;are in this June,” 2 = 
Here are all diſturbing Sedirions, and creaſonable courſes hatched 
and conceived : whether it be Treaſon againſt the King , Sedition 
in Seare or Kingdom, the change of Court, the removyins of Conr- 
tiers from the King, rheſorrounding of himiwith others, 4c," The 
next Aſſernblie ownes-all their conrſts;decrees them antler prerence 
of Piery, Reformation of abwes, removing of Malignanacs from the 
King and from-his Councell, frombeing Judges in rhe ſupreameſt Ju- 
dicatories of the Kingdom, &c. By this means, at” pleaſure, wheb 
and where they with they prochre Parliaments ro work for -rhelc 
own private ehds. To'fatilitatethe work; order it givetd to'all-Pres- 
byrertes, te command all the Miniſters to preach to their flocks, bm 
make 
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make 2nd keep Faſts, forthe danger che Church is-io ; thar the King 
is inclimble, nay inclining;co Popery; that there are none” in ecult or- 
power by Him, in Comr, Councell, Exchequer or Seflion, bur fuch . 
26 are Popiſh of Popthly"zftefted : aid fuchthey-matt: beg; if chey, 
once determine it, Apdwofnll expetience hath coofraed it, chars 
worthie, inmocent, and deſerving men have ſuffered, and che King 
hath been forced ro 2bandon His beſt Seryants, 

This cloſe Commitcee hath all rheſe prerogarives :/ 1” Duringrhe 
interim betwizt two Aﬀſemblies, they havetruſtro fee thee al: mhe. 
Orders and Decrees of the grand Confiftory ſhoaldbe pur iy execo-" 
tion, 2. Next upon any exigent intervening, they have the power, 
by their influence vpon all the Presbyteries m che Kingdorn, co make 
them go whrien way they thought fir for their ow ends,boch tro make 
che Miniſters prezeſttheir fenſe, andto work withalt the peoptero: 
believezthe poſtures of affairs in Church and State were ap they itor-! 
med and reprefented ther, 3. Thirdly here were alt chings prepared 
for the next great Meering of the General Aﬀembly, 

By thefe mens thingy projected were effected. This way the Queen 
Regent was put from Her Regencie, "This way 'Queew Afary was 
expulfed Scotidnd, This wiy' King James His Ciptivity vt Rockin 
was found to be good feryice, This way that Noble Duke of Lenox»: 
Efme, was made 2 Papilt, andthe King forced to abandon him, and 
he co depart the Kimedom in Wimer being fick, and ſhortly afrer dy- 
edit France. By this mens, if be not decerved, was that infamous 
day the 17 of December, anno 1596.(atro fipnanda  lapille) renowned 
for moſt hotrid infurcetion jn Edenburgh #gaint King Fawer- and 
His prime Cormnfeltors.F beg feave to give you 2 ſhore accorme of it, 

King James whilft He was King of Seot/and, by al{ fortaign Kings 
Princes and Scares, was admired for His extraordinary Royal endow- 
ments, Ambaffadors from many beyond Seas xr the fotme rime; and 
ilmoftconftzorly;were with him; The final lnefſe of the parrichony 
of that Crown, was nor abfe to maimrainy ther Royal depoitmene He 
kept. Befides,being roo too Royally liberaf and magnificert , His 
coffers were empry, andat this eime fcarce was His Majeſty ble to 
maintatn the neceffiry charge of His houſe tvthat reaſure which was 
fiicable to fo Royzl 7 King. To rey this, 'the King with the ad- 
vice ofthis Covriceff' enerufted, with'all His Rents Revepves, and 
caſyalties , 'Eighr ptime'men of goodwottHand integrity; Officers 
of Stzre, Counſellors and Fndges. This was done that all might be 
nghrly regatated,, and before aff rliingy His" Tables at Conrr -kep: 

lixe 


(4) 
like a King's, that fortaign Ambaſſadors might not eſpy avy want 
which might. derogate, 59m the Honour of King and Kingdome. 
The ordinary: Tables of:che Court were regulated zrhe Couriers dai- 
ly allowance was. re-wenched;which they could noc away wich, They 
and other: diſcontented perſons did reproachfully call theſe men, Thy 
Oftaviazs.i They who grumbled ac this , and would right themſelves, 
ro gain their intendment , hit upon che ordinary and ſafeſt wayz that 
was,to- begin - with the Church. They inform, The forraign Ambaſ- 
ſadors did work upon:the King to turn Papiſt ; it was like they would - 
prevail; for theſe Q&Faviens WELE 211 (uch in their hearts, and diſſem- 
bledonly in profefling tro keep a communion wich the Proteftanc 
Church; if choſe were not removed from the King, and good men 
put abourhim, Religion, Kingdom, and all were undone. When 
this had -been often informedand ſuggelied, early in the morning on 
che 17 of December, three of the King's Domeſtick Seryants came to 
Mr. Waker Balcanqual's houſe; The Minifiry of Edenburgh, and 
others Commiſſioners of the general Aſſembly, with ſome of the 
beſt Chriſtians of Edenbargh are ſent for, they meet there, The 
Kings Servants inform that all was undone, if they did not in time 
and ſpeedily prevent'; for the Marqueſs of. Hxthie, (this was ihe 
laze Marqueſs who' came occalonally the night before to Court; and 
it is true he was Popiſh, but God knowes he was free of what he 
was charged with) ſay they, was wichthe King till twelve a clock 
at night 11 his Bed-chamber yeſtec-night ir is reſolved upon to re- 
ere& Popery ; and ſo,many of your belt Cirizens and Chriſtians are 
tobe ſ{cized npon ; ſore to be ſent to Blackneſs, ſome to Tnnerneſrs 
ſome to Dunbritteny &Cc, T he caſe was apprehended in char zeal which 
became the cauſe. The reſolution taken, was, that Mr. Walter Bal- 
cangual being to preach that yery day in the Chaycell of Saint Giles 
Church, which they call che liccle Church, after Sermon and Prayer 
done, be ſhopld deſire, all good brethren and Chriſtians to meer im- 
mediacely forthwith chere for the good of Church and Religion.No- 
| blemen, Gentlemen, Preachers, Burgefſes, all who aftefted the good 
cauſe did meet, Mr, Robert Brace was appointed by common conſent 
Moderator. It is leid open in what caſe Church and Religion, State 
and Kingdogmeare : the urgent inſtant-necefiity is. made to appear, 
| The reſult of che determinacion was, that preſenply they go ro Arms; 
and by holy force; to pull from the King's fide : thoſe Pypiſo. Oftevi- 
1s : Thara Letter be wricten to Jobn Loyd Marqueſſe of ron 
to come to Edenburgh, tO be Captain of the Congregation; and in *: 
q gar 
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excd the King had made defeRion from the true Religiob, He being 


the neareſt of the blood ſhould come and take the Government up- 


6n him, 1knowthe- Juſt Copy of this Lerreris extant to this day, 
[They thnneco Armes, the word is, The Sword of the Lord and Gideon, 
The good King was in the place of Jultice ; che prime of the Otavy- 
ans with him ; hearing ſomething of the uproar and. rumulc;, by a 
ſecrer paſſage, he and ſome other goe up to the Exchequer houſe o. 
ver head. A great Lord was head of the Congregation, he and ſore 
others cafe Commitſoners to the King, were admicted , demanded 
thoſe Ofaviens to juſtice. The King asked this Lord, How durlt he 
againlt His authority, His Lawes, His Proclamation, keep uplawfull 


.meetings at Edeubwrgb(forthe King before had diſcharged the meet- 


ing of thoſe Commiſiioners of Aſſemblie,or any other meeting what- 
ſoever without his Royal warrant. ) The Lord, with courage in zeal 
to a good cauſe, roldche King thac he ſhould ſee ere long, they durft 
do more. The Lord, or ſome other, raketh hold of one of the ORs* 
vians Gowne, who was P.eſident of Seſſion;buc he pullech his Gown 
out.of his hand, and conveyeth himſelf down co the houſe where the. 
Lords did Gr in jadgment. In finz, the King and Lords were forced 
#o ſhun the danger of this cumulcuary inſurreftion, to cloſe up the 
doors, and ſome to [tand with their ſwords drawn if any ſhould offer 
violen:e to break up the doors. Some good SubjeRts eſpecially Alex* 
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vice and Traltſuch as they know were not well sffeRed to the Reli- 
gion and Church, - In el | 

Sir, 1could maker appeathomw all Seditions almoſt and Rebelli- 
o88 in thar Kingdomrbamabegaler afoot. of lomeoreit, by chis Goe 
| | yernmenc 
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| neys colletted forthe relief and ſap- 
port of Geneva» Were-by the chief Gamelirls apd Pregbycers interyer- 
ed, employed to raiſe and pay Souldiers to ayde and. aſlift the Parl 
of Bathwel and his complices in Rebellion againſt the King, I fear I 
have wearied you already; the:SubjeR is everlattingy and I am weary 
It I ſhould give; accountot the late praftifes avg repers of this late 
Cowenant,, it-were poſbble to let youſee that it hath farre exceeded 
all the miſchief ever their forefathers did, alchough they cread in che 
ſame footſieps, The reaſon why I have ſpared iris not I feared it, I 
hope to'diſcover ic. ſometime tothe World by anatomifing i fully, 
Next, I bope, you have eſpyed «bg Noble paſlzges of it ; and are ſuf- 
ficiently confirmed, that nothing can be more deſicuctive of Manac- 
Cchie, andthe peace of any goyerpment. To ſhut up all, give me leave 
in the cloſe, to give the Articles of their Apoltaticall Creed inconfift- 
ent with Monarchie, which they hold as the ewelve Articles of the 
Apoftolicail Symbol, -1 will rouch only the primeof rhoſe;fortheic 
other Articles, they are ſo many and of (0 vaftanextent abounding io 
Negatives, "that as King/Zames ſaith well;He thac would keep them ig 


Feudes have been encrea- 
{ed and entertained: How Mone 


' notable co keep them in his Braio, bur mult keep. chem 10 a Table» 


Booke. 
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Tie Articles of the Dogmatical Prebyeerian Faiths iucon- 
" pfrent with Monarchie. 


r, ABCS ſaid before ; They preach and maintzin that the 
$ Dogma- 


'Churchis the houſe of God, the cintl Policy and Goyern« 


Creed. menr-are only the hangings. [ 


. 2. Nexctheybeleeve, All Mynifters are prri.confortlo bintyss & 
reſtatis preditiyehar there muſt be a patiry _ Clibech, Foyne theſs 
£wo together, and you have a fair way for Democracie.  '-* '\ - 

3. They vindicace rothemſelves and cheir Confiltory,a ſoveraigne, 
complete; miverſal independent power inalt thipgs fpiriceal that 
concern Salarion,chey havgndt only che divetive power bur ithe'Le- 
giſativealſo;:andattremporaly things in order co'Salvation) and Re- 
ligion comme within'the'verge of their Sceprer. All ſoveraign 'Power ; 

(whereſoever you fixe it, whether/in owey2s in a Monagchie ; of in 

ew, as in an Ariftocratie ; oct maxy, Or afl.by victitudinarie corhs) 
cotnmand,and is bound 
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50 by-it's Power, Lawes and Armes, their ſacred and celeſti- 
al Priviledges and Soveraignty, ph. b; 
- 4+ Whatſocyer Lawes civilly exaRted by Kings or Parliament they 

conceive to be againlt the Lawes of the Kingdom of Chcilt, by their 
patiye proper ipcrinſecal right immediately derived from Chrilt,they 
may repeal avd make yoyd, diſchuge the Subxct ro obey them. They 
may decree not only difterenc Lawes of cheir own from the (tanding 
Lawes of che Kingdome, bug contrary, contradiftory and defiraRiye 
of them. And haye withall ſo qwch coactive power, char if obediehce 
be denyed to the Lawes of this Soveraignty , they can deftroy the 
Souls of the SubjeRs, by delivering them over to Satay. 

5+ No Miniſier preaching in Polpir, Seditton or Treaſon, or railing 
at King, Councell, the prime; Judges; is: accountable, or puniſhable 
by King, Parhamenc, Councell , or any Judicatory wharſoever; Bnt 
from all,he may appeal to the Sankedrinms and Cenſiftorie as the ſole and 
proper competent Judge, 

6. What Corroboration or ctvill Confirmation or Sanftion they 
demand gfttie Kipgy which he is. able to do civilly (for they will give 
bim op formall intereſt in any ſacred orrgligious thing) He is bound 
ro Grant ix, ' and ropbey them as Chrilt's immediate Vice-gerents; 
otherwiſe they may Excommunicate him, 

, Reformation and preſervation of Religion ,' eſpecially to pre- 
ſcghibe the way and Orders for Reformation is ſolzly theirs, 

8. The Kiog is, bound to put their Orders in Execution ; but if nei- 
ther He, nor His Councell, nor His Parliament will do it, the Inferior 
Judges, the Nobles, the Commons, nay every individual man to his 
txmoſt power; at their dicection, are boand to do it, 

9.That they may withqut warrant of ſupreame Authority Aſlemble 
where and when they will, for God and Chriſt's cauſe and for the Li- 
berty and Peace of Subjet and Kingdome 5x erdine ad ſpiritnabia; and 
there chey may Covent together, (weare,and ſubſcribe for the glo-+ 
ry of God,the adyancement of Religion,and conſpire and combine in 
2 matual defence one of another in this holy Cauſe and Leagne, 

10.. They teach and maintain, that all Soveraignty and Majeſty in 
a King is originally, immediately, and PRs derived from the 
Communityzand chat only by way of a fiduciary trult;ſo that it is habi- 
cually and radically fill in the people, and the King hath no greater 
portion'or proportion than He hath by the firſt popular fundamencal 
Conſticution\.. And in caſe of deficiencyzthe collective body may ſup- 


ply in Church or State the defeRts of His Goyernment. Formal-ad- 
; miniſtration: 
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the peace of Governmentaatoreduceable to theſe beads, More then 


this you deſired nor, | 
- --S80g infinj iged to you, and henouring you much for 
your worch and Excellent parrs, curſorily and haftily, | hive written 
rhis an{werco you. Not inending chereby'to reproach' any re 
purgzcatacly whar ſoeyer, but ro lay openco che World - how = 
rous a Government chis is, norogly for Monarchy, bar fora{}-Govern- 
ments whatſoever : and thar oar eyes being opened we may chuſeta- 
ther to endure any torment temporary,then co enter into thistreache- 
rous; apd daminable Covenanc, deliruttive of Religien, King,-Church, 


as eſtabliſhed de jwre divinozand to pur on poor people to AR Treaſon 
— Fchis give you any ſatisfation, 1 have what I defire; 1f you doubeof 


RIEL | Records, or Teftimony-of ſuch as - are wotrhy 
of trult -E-pray'you keep.ic for your own uſe only 4 for 1'ſhould- be 
loath any bur a Friend ſee ic, itis ſs rudely done; but, dare ſay, truly 

- and faithfully, | $7 -nyts> [201 

. God ſaye his Church from\ this mn and give ns' Peace-and 
Trath, which Gi1ll be che daily prayer of 27 art 
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Maxims,  inconfitene with Monarchy -and | 


Peace of all, and rhe: Liberty of the. Subje&; To (wear to theſe things 
and lion,making.chem believe they are Confellors and Martyrs, 
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